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CHAPTER4
BELIZECONSTITUTION
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS
PART |

The Sate and The Constitution
1. The State.

2. Condtitutionissupremelaw.
PART |1

Protection of Fundamental Rights and Freedoms

Fundamental rightsand freedoms.
Protectionof right tolife.

Protection of right to persond liberty.
Protection of law.

Protection frominhuman treatment.

Protection from davery and forced labour.

© © N o g &~ »

Protection from arbitrary search or entry.
10. Protection of freedom of movement.
1. Protection of freedom of conscience.
12. Protection of freedom of expression.

13. Protection of freedom of assembly and association.
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14. Protection of right of privacy.

15. Protection of right towork.

16. Protection from discrimination on thegrounds of race, etc.
17. Protection from deprivation of property.

18. Provisionsfor periodsof public emergency.

19. Protection of personsdetained under emergency laws.

20.  Enforcement of protectiveprovisons.

21. Protection of existing laws.

22. [ nterpretation and savings.

PART I11

Citizenship
23. Personswho become citizens on Independence Day.
24, Personsbornin Belize on or after Independence Day.
25. Persons born outside Belize on or after Independence Day.
26. Regidration.
27. Dud nationdlity.
28. Citizenshiplegidation.

29. [ nterpretation.
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PART IV
The Governor-General
Establishment of office.
Acting Governor-General.
Oathto betaken by Governor-General .
Deputy to Governor-General’ sfunctions.
Exerciseof Governor-General.

Governor-General to beinformed concerning matters of
government.

PART V

The Executive

Executiveauthority.
PrimeMiniger.
Deputy PrimeMinister.

Performance of functionsof PrimeMinister during absence
orillness.

Ministersof Government.
Allocation of portfoliosto Ministers.
Attorney-Generd.

Performance of functionsof Ministersduring absenceor
illness
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Cabinet.
Ministersof State.
Oath to betaken by Ministers, etc.
L eader of the Opposition.
Permanent Secretaries.
Secretary to the Cabinet.
Control of public prosecutions.
Condtitution of offices, etc.
Prerogative of mercy.
Procedurein capital cases.
Bdize Advisory Council.
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TheLegisature

Establishment of Legidature.

Composition of House of Representatives.

Qudificationsfor eection asmember.
Disqualificationsfor e ection asmember.
Tenureof office of members.
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62. Quialificationsfor gppointment of Senator.

63. Disgudificationsfor gppointment as Senator.

64.  Tenureof officeof Senator.

65.  Appointment of temporary Senators.

66.  PresidentandVice-President.

67.  ClerkstoHousesof National Assembly.

68.  Powertomakelaws.

69.  Alterationof Congtitution.

70. Regulation of procedurein National Assembly, etc.
71. Oathto betaken by membersof National Assembly.
72. Presiding in House of Representativesand Senate.
73.  \Voting.

74. Freedom of speech.

75. Validity of proceedings.

76. Quorum.

77. Introduction of Bills, etc.

78. Restriction on powersof Senate asto money Bills.

79. Restriction on powersof Senate asto Billsother than money
Bills

80. Provisionsrelating to sections 77, 78 and 79.

81 Mode of exerciseof legidative power.
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82.  Wordsof enactment.

83. Sessionsof Legidature, etc.

84. Prorogation and dissol ution of Legidature.

85. General dectionsand appointment of Senators.

86. Determination of questionsasto membership of National
Ass=mbly.

87. Unqualified personssgitting or voting.
88.  Electionsand BoundariesCommission.
89.  Electord divisons.

90.  Increaseof eectoral divisons.

91.  Redivisonof dectord divisons.

92. Conduct of voting.

93.  Conduct of elections, etc.

PART VII

TheJudiciary

94. Establishment of Supreme Court and Court of Appedl.
95.  TheSupremeCourt.

96. Reference of constitutional questionsto Supreme Court.
97.  Appointment of justicesof Supreme Court.

98.  Tenureof officeof justicesof Supreme Court.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000

Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



Belize Constitution [CAP.4 9

99. Oath to betaken by justices of Supreme Court.
100. Appeastothe Court of Apped.

101. Appointment of Justicesof Apped.

102. Tenureof officeof Justicesof Apped.

103. Oathto betaken by Justicesof Appeal.

104. AppeastoHer Mgesty in Council.

PART VIII
The Public Service
105. Public ServicesCommission.
106. Appointment, etc., of public officers.

107.  Appointment, etc., of permanent secretariesand certain other
officers.

108. Director of Public Prosecutions.
109. Auditor-Generd.

110.  Appointment, etc., of junior policeofficers.

110A. Appointment, etc., of junior SIS officersand employees.
110B. Appointment, etc., of junior officersof Prison Service.

111.  Appedsindisciplinecases.

112. Pensionlawsand protection of pensionrights.

113.  Grantandwithholding of pensions, etc.
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PART IX

Finance
114.  Establishment of Consolidated Revenue Fund.
115.  Authorisation of expenditurefrom Consolidated Revenue

Fund.

116.  Authorisation of expenditurein advance of appropriation.
117.  ContingenciesFund.
118. Remuneration of certainofficers.
119.  Publicdebt.
120.  Audit of publicaccounts, etc.

PART X

Miscellaneous
121.  Codeof Conduct.
122.  Nationd Symbols.
123.  Powersof appointment and acting appoi ntments.
124.  Regppointmentsand concurrent appoi ntments.
125. Removd fromoffice.
126. Resgndions.
127.  Savingforjurisdiction of courts.
128.  Power to amend and revokeinstruments, etc.
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129. Consultetion.
130. National Sedl.
131. Interpretation.
PART XI
Transitional Provisions
132. Interpretationfor thisPart.
133. TheCondtitution - trangtiona powers.
134. Exidginglaws.
135. First Governor-Generd.
136. Minigers
137.  Nationd Assembly.
138. Exidingpublicofficers.
139. Supreme Court and Court of Apped.
140. Alterationof thisPart.
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PART XII
Repeal and Date of Commencement
141.  Commencement.

142. Revocdtions.

FIRST SCHEDULE

SECOND SCHEDULE

THIRD SCHEDULE

FOURTH SCHEDULE
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CAP 4,

CHAPTER4 R. E. 1980-1990.
140f 1981.
BELIZE CONSTITUTION 14 of 1985.
260f 1988.
42 of 1999.

[21st September, 1981]  Commencement.
WHEREA Sthe peopleof Belize-

(@ affirmthat the Nation of Belize shall befounded upon prin-
cipleswhich acknowledgethe supremacy of God, faithin
human rightsand fundamental freedoms, the position of the
family inasociety of freemen and freeingtitutions, thedignity
of thehuman person and theequa andinadienablerightswith
which al membersof the human family areendowed by their
Creator;

(b) respect the principlesof socia justiceand thereforebelieve
that the operation of the economic system must resultinthe
material resourcesof the community being so distributed asto
subserve the common good, that there should be adequate
meansof livelihood for all, that |abour should not be exploited
or forced by economic necessity to operateininhumane
conditionsbut that there should be opportunity for advance-
ment on the basi sof recognition of merit, ability and integrity,
that equal protection should be givento children regardliess of
thelr socia status, and that ajust system should beensured to
providefor education and health onthe basisof equality;

(© believethat thewill of the people shal form thebasis of
government inademocratic society inwhichthegovernmentis
freely dected by universa adult suffrageandinwhichal
personsmay, to the extent of their capacity, play somepartin
theingtitutionsof nationd lifeand thusdevelopand maintain
duerespect for lawfully constituted authority;

(d) recognisethat men and ingtitutionsremain freeonly when
freedomisfounded upon respect for mora and spiritua values
and upontheruleof law;
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€

(f)

requirepoliciesof statewhich protect and safeguard the unity,
freedom, sovereignty and territorial integrity of Belize; which
eliminate economic and socid privilegeand disparity anong
the citizens of Belize whether by race, colour, creed or sex;
which protect therightsof theindividua tolife, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness; which preservetheright of theindividua
to the ownership of private property and theright to operate
private businesses; which prohibit the exploitation of man by
man or by the state; which ensureajust system of socia secu-
rity and welfare; which protect the environment; which pro-
moteinternational peace, security and co-operation among
nations, the establishment of ajust and equitableinterna-
tional economic and social order inthe world with respect
for international law and treaty obligationsin the dealings

among nations,

desirethat their society shall reflect and enjoy the above men-
tioned principles, beliefsand needsand that their Constitution
should therefore enshrine and make provisionsfor ensuring the
achievement of thesamein Bdlize;

NOW, THEREFORE, thefollowing provisonsshal haveeffect asthe
Condtitution of Bdlize:

PART |

The Sate and The Constitution

The State. 1.-(2) Belizeshall beasovereign democratic State of Central Americain
the Caribbeanregion.

(2)

Belize comprisestheland and seaareasdefined in Schedule

1tothisCongtitution, whichimmediately before Independence Day consti-
tuted the colony of Belize.

Constitution is 2. ThisCongtitutionisthe supremelaw of Belizeandif any other lawis
supremelaw. incong stent with this Constitution that other law shall, to the extent of the
inconsistency, bevoid.
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PART |1
Protection of Fundamental Rights and Freedoms

3. Whereasevery personin Beizeisentitled tothefundamenta rightsand ~ Fundamental
freedomsof theindividud, that isto say, theright, whatever hisrace, placeof ~ rights and
origin, political opinions, colour, creed or sex, but subject to respect for the ~ freedoms.
rightsand freedomsof othersand for the publicinterest, to eachand dl of the

following, namely-

@ life, liberty, security of the person, and the protection of the
law;,

(b) freedom of conscience, of expression and of assembly and
association;

(© protectionfor hisfamily life, hispersond privacy, theprivacy
of hishomeand other property and recognition of hishuman
dignity; and

(d) protection from arbitrary deprivation of property,

the provisionsof thisPart shall have effect for the purpose of affording pro-
tection to thoserightsand freedoms subject to such limitations of that protec-
tion asare contained inthose provisions, being limitationsdesigned to ensure
that the enjoyment of the said rights and freedoms by any person does not
prejudicetherightsand freedomsof othersor the publicinterest.

4.-(1) A person shdl not bedeprived of hislifeintentionally saveinexecution  Protection of
of the sentence of acourt in respect of acriminal offenceunder any law of  righttolife.
which he hasbeen convicted.

2 A person shall not beregarded as having been deprived of his
lifein contravention of thissectionif hediesastheresult of theuse, to such
extent and in such circumstances asare permitted by law, of suchforceasis
reasonably justifiable-

@ for the defence of any person from violence or for the de-
fence of property;
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()

©
(d)

inorder to effect alawful arrest or to prevent the escape of a
person lawfully detained;

for the purpose of suppressing ariot, insurrection or mutiny; or

inorder to prevent the commission by that person of acrimina
offence,

or if hediesastheresult of alawful act of war.

Protection of 5.-(1) A personshall not bedeprived of hispersond liberty saveas
right topersonal may beauthorised by law inany of thefollowing cases, that isto say: -

liberty.
(@

()

©

(d)

©

(f)

@

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

inconsequenceof hisunfitnessto plead toacrimina charge
or in execution of the sentence or order of acourt, whether

established for Belize or some other country, inrespect of a
crimina offence of which he hasbeen convicted;

inexecution of the order of the Supreme Court or the Court
of Appeal punishing himfor contempt of the Supreme Court
or the Court of Appeal or of another court or tribuna;

in execution of theorder of acourt madeto securetheful filment
of any obligationimposed onhim by law;

for the purpose of bringing him beforeacourt in execution of
the order of acourt;

upon areasonabl e suspicion of hishaving committed, or
being about to commit, acrimina offenceunder any law;

under the order of acourt or with the consent of hisparent or
guardian, for hiseducation or welfare during any period end-
ing not | ater than the date when he attainsthe age of eighteen
years,

for the purpose of preventing the spread of aninfectiousor
contagiousdisease;
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(h) inthe case of apersonwhois, or isreasonably suspected to
be, of unsound mind, addicted to drugsor alcohal, or a
vagrant, for the purpose of hiscareor treatment or the
protection of thecommunity;

() for the purpose of preventing hisunlawful entry into Belize,
or for the purpose of effecting hisexpulsion, extradition or
other lawful remova from Belize or for the purpose of
restraining himwhileheisbeing conveyed through Belizein
the course of hisextradition or removal asaconvicted
prisoner from one country to another; or

) to such extent asmay be necessary inthe execution of alawful
order requiring himto remainwithin aspecified areawithin
Bdlize, or prohibiting himfrom beingwithinsuchanarea, or to
such extent asmay bereasonably justifiablefor thetaking of
proceedingsagainst himwith aview to the making of any
such order or relating to such an order after it hasbeen
made, or to such extent asmay bereasonably justifiablefor
restraining him during any vist that heispermitted to make
to any part of Belizein which, in consequence of any such
order, hispresencewould otherwise be unlawful.

2 Any personwhoisarrested or detained shall beentitled-

@ to beinformed promptly, andinany caseno later than forty-
eight hoursafter such arrest or detention, in alanguage heun-
derstands, of thereasonsfor hisarrest or detention;

(b) to communicatewithout delay andin privatewith alegal prac-
titioner of hischoiceand, inthe case of aminor, with hispar-
entsor guardian, and to have adequate opportunity to give
instructionsto alegd practitioner of hischoice;

(© to beinformed immediately upon hisarrest of hisrightsunder
paragraph (b) of thissubsection; and

(d) to theremedy by way of habeas corpusfor determining the
vaidity of hisdetention.
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3 Any personwho isarrested or detained-

(@ for the purpose of bringing him beforeacourt in execution of
theorder of acourt; or

(b) upon reasonabl e suspicion of hishaving committed, or being
about to commit, acrimina offence under any law,

and who isnot rel eased, shall be brought beforeacourt without undue delay
andinany casenot later than seventy-two hoursafter such arrest or detention.

4 Where any person isbrought before acourt in execution of
theorder of acourt inany proceedingsor upon suspicion of hishaving com-
mitted or being about to commit an offence, he shall not bethereafter further
held in custody in connection with those proceedings or that offence save
upon the order of acourt.

(5) If any person arrested or detained as mentioned in subsection
(3) (b) of thissectionisnot tried within areasonabletime, then without preju-
diceto any further proceedingsthat may be brought against him, he shall,
unlessheisreleased, beentitled to bail on reasonable conditions.

(6) Any personwho isunlawfully arrested or detained by any
other person shal beentitled to compensation therefor from that other person
or from any other person or authority on whose behalf that other person was
adting:

Provided that no person shdl beliablefor any act doneinthe perfor-
mance of ajudicia function for which hewould not beliableapart fromthis
subsection.

7 For the purposes of subsection (1) (a) of thissection aperson
charged beforeacourt with acriminal offencein respect of whom aspecial
verdict hasbeen returned that hewasguilty of theact or omission charged but
wasinsanewhen hedid the act or madethe omission shall beregarded asa
person who hasbeen convicted of acriminal offence and the detention of a
person in consequence of such averdict shall beregarded asdetentionin
execution of theorder of acourt.
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6.-(1) All personsare equal beforethelaw and are entitled without any dis-  Protection of
criminationtotheequal protection of thelaw. law.

2 If any personischarged with acriminal offence, then, unless
thechargeiswithdrawn, the case shall be afforded afair hearing withinarea-
sonabletimeby anindependent and impartial court established by law.

3 Every person who ischarged with acrimina offence-

@ shall be presumed to be innocent until heis proved or has
pleaded quilty;

(b) shall beinformed as soon asreasonably practicable, inalan-
guagethat he understands, of the natureand particularsof the
offence charged,

(© shdl begiven adequatetimeand facilitiesfor the preparation of
hisdefence;

(d) shall be permitted to defend himself beforethe court inperson
or, a hisown expense, by alegd practitioner of hisown choice;

(e shdll beafforded facilitiesto examinein person or by hislega
representative the witnesses called by the prosecution before
the court, and to obtain the attendance and carry out the ex-
amination of witnessesto testify on hisbehaf beforethe court
on the same conditions asthose applying to witnesses called
by the prosecution; and

)] shd | be permitted to havewithout payment theassistance of an
interpreter if he cannot understand thelanguage used at the
trid,

and except with hisown consent thetrial shall not take placein hisabsence
unlesshe so conductshimself asto render the continuance of the proceedings
inhispresenceimpracticable and the court has ordered him to beremoved and
thetrial to proceed in hisabsence:

Provided that thetrial may take placein hisabsenceinany casein
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whichitisso provided by alaw under which heisentitled to adequate notice
of the charge and the date, time and place of thetrial and to areasonable
opportunity of appearing beforethe court.

4 A personshdl not beheldto beguilty of acrimind offenceon
account of any act or omissionthat did not, at thetimeit took place, congtitute
such an offence, and no penalty shal beimposed for any crimind offencethat
isseverer indegree or description than the maximum penalty that might have
beenimposed for that offenceat thetimewhen it was committed.

(5) A person who showsthat he has been tried by acompetent
court for acrimind offenceand either convicted or acquitted shall not again be
tried for that offenceor for any other criminal offence of which he could have
been convicted at thetrial for that offence, save upon the order of asuperior
court inthe course of appeal or review proceedingsrel ating to the conviction
or acquittal.

(6) A personwhoistried for acrimina offenceshall not becom-
pelledto giveevidenceat thetrial.

(7) Any court or other authority prescribed by law for the deter-
mination of theexistence or extent of any civil right or obligation shall bees-
tablished by law and shall be independent and impartial ; and where proceed-
ingsfor such adetermination areingtituted by any person before such acourt
or other authority, the case shall be given afair hearing within areasonable
time

8) Except with the agreement of all the partiesthereto, al pro-
ceedingsof every court and proceedingsfor the determination of theexistence
or extent of any civil right or obligation beforeany other authority, including the
announcement of the decision of the court or other authority, shall beheldin
public.

9) Nothing in subsection (8) of thissection shdl prevent the court
or other adjudicating authority from excluding from the proceedings persons
other than the partiesthereto and thelegal practitionersrepresenting themto
such extent asthe court or other authority-

(@  may by law beempowered to do and may consider neces-
sary or expedient in circumstanceswhere publicity would
prejudicetheinterestsof justice or ininterlocutory proceed-
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ingsor intheinterestsof public morality, thewelfare of per-
sonsunder the age of elghteen yearsor the protection of the
privatelivesof personsconcerned inthe proceedings; or

(b) may by law beempowered or required to dointheinterests of
defence, public safety or public order.

(10)  Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law
shdl beheld to beincons stent with or in contravention of -

@ subsection (3) (a) of thissection to the extent that thelaw in
question imposesupon any person charged withacriminal
offence theburden of proving particular facts;

(b) subsection (3) (€) of thissection to the extent that thelaw in
guestionimposesreasonable conditionsthat must be satisfied
if witnessescalled to testify on behaf of an accused personare
to bepaid their expensesout of public funds; or

(© subsection (5) of thissection to the extent that thelaw in ques-
tion authorisesacourt to try amember of adisciplined force
for acrimind offencenotwithstanding any triad and conviction
or acquittal of that member under thedisciplinary law of that
force, so, however, that any court so trying such amember and
convicting him shal in sentencing himto any punishment take
into account any punishment awarded him under that disciplin-

ary law.

(11) Inthecaseof any personwhoisheldinlawful detentionthe
provisionsof subsection (2) and paragraphs(d) and (e) of subsection (3) of this
sectionshal not apply inrelationto histrid for acrimina offenceunder thelaw
regulating the disciplineof personsheldin such detention.

(12) Inthissection,”crimind offence’ meansacrimina offenceun-
der alaw.

7. Nopersonshall be subjected to torture or to inhuman or degrading Protection from
punishment or other treatment. inhuman
treatment.
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Protection from
slavery and
forced labour.

Protection from
arbitrary search
or entry.
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8.-(1) Nopersonshdl beheldindavery or servitude.

2
(3)

No person shall berequired to perform forced labour.

For the purposes of thissection, the expression “forced

|abour” doesnot include-

@)

()

©

(d)

any labour required in consegquence of the sentence or order
of acourt;

labour required of any personwhileheislawfully detained
that, though not required in consequence of the sentenceor
order of acourt, isreasonably necessary intheinterests of
hygieneor for the maintenance of the placeat which heis
detained;

any labour required of amember of adisciplined forcein pur-
suance of hisdutiesassuch or, in the case of aperson who
has conscientious objectionsto service asamember of ana-
val, military or air force, any labour that that personisre-
quired by law to performin place of such service; or

any labour required during any period of public emergency or
intheevent of any accident or natural calamity that threatens
thelifeand well-being of the community, to the extent that the
requiring of suchlabour isreasonably judtifigbleinthecircum-
stancesof any Situation arising or existing during that period
or asaresult of that accident or natural calamity, for the pur-
pose of dedling with that situation.

9.-(1) Except with hisown consent, aperson shall not be subjected to the
search of hisperson or hisproperty or the entry by otherson his

premises.

(2)

Nothing containedin or doneunder theauthority of any law

shdl be held to beincons stent with or in contravention of thissectiontothe
extent that thelaw in question makesreasonable provision-

@)

that isrequired in theinterestsof defence, public safety, public
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order, public morality, public health, town and country plan-
ning, the development and utilisation of minera resources

or thedevelopment or utilisation of any property for apurpose
beneficia tothecommunity;

(b) that isrequired for the purpose of protecting therightsor free-
domsof other persons;

(© that authorisesan officer or agent of the Government, alocal
government authority or abody corporate established by law
for public purposesto enter on the premisesof any personin
order to inspect those premisesor anything thereon for the
purpose of any tax, rate or due or in order to carry out work
connected with any property that islawfully on those premises
and that belongsto the Government or to that authority or
body corporate, asthe case may be; or

(d) that authorises, for the purpose of enforcing thejudgment or
order of the court inany civil proceedings, the search of any
person or property by order of acourt or entry upon any pre-
mises by such order.

10.-(2) A person shall not be deprived of hisfreedom of movement, thatisto  Protection of
say, theright to movefregly throughout Bdlize, theright toresideinany part of  freedom of
Belize, theright to enter Belize, theright to leave Belizeand immunity from  movement.
expulsonfrom Belize.

()] Any restriction on aperson’sfreedom of movement that isin-
volvedin hislawful detention shall not be held to beinconsistent withorin
contravention of thissection.

3 Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law
shall be held to beinconsistent with or in contravention of thissectionto the
extent that thelaw in question makesreasonable provision-

(@ for theimposition of restrictionson the movement or residence
within Belize of any person or onany person’sright toleave
Belizethat arerequired intheinterestsof defence, public safety
or public order;
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for theimposition of restrictions on themovement or resi-
dencewithin Belize or ontheright to leave Belize of persons
generaly or any classof personsintheinterestsof defence,
public safety, public order, public morality or public hedth or,
inrespect of theright to leave Belize, of securing compliance
withany international obligation of the Government;

for theimposition of restrictions, by order of acourt, onthe
movement or residencewithin Belize of any person or onany
person’sright toleave Belizeaither in consequenceof hishaving
been found guilty of acrimina offenceunder alaw or for the
purpose of ensuring that he appearsbeforeacourt at alater
datefor trial of suchacriminal offenceor for proceedings
preliminary totria or for proceedingsrelating to hisextradi-
tionor lawful removd from Belize;

for theimposition of restrictionson thefreedom of movement
of any personwhoisnot acitizen of Belize;

for theimpostion of restrictionson theacquisition or useby
any person of land or other property in Belize;

for theimposition of restrictionson themovement or resi-
dencewithin Belizeor ontheright to leave Belize of any of -
ficerinthe public servicethat arerequired for the proper per-
formanceof hisfunctions;

for theremoval of apersonfrom Belizeto betried or pun-
ished in someother country for acrimina offence under the
law of that other country or to undergo imprisonment in some
other country in execution of the sentenceof acourtinres-
pect of acrimina offence under alaw of which hehasbeen
convicted; or

for theimpostion of restrictionson theright of any personto
leave Belizethat arerequired in order to secure thefulfilment
of any obligationimpaosed onthat person by law.

If any person whosefreedom of movement hasbeen restricted
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by virtueof suchaprovisonasisreferredtoin subsection (3) (a) of thissection
SO requests at any time during the period of that restriction not earlier than
twenty-one days after the order was made or three months after helast made
such arequest, asthe case may be, hiscase shall bereviewed by anindepen-
dent and impartial tribunal presided over by aperson appointed by the Chief
Justicefrom among personswho arelega practitioners.

5) On any review by atribunal in pursuance of subsection (4) of
this section of the case of any person whose freedom of movement has been
restricted, thetribuna may make recommendations concerning the necessity or
expediency of the continuation of that restriction to the authority by whomit
wasordered and, unlessitisotherwise provided by law, that authority shall be
obligedto act in accordance with any such recommendations.

11.-(1) Except with hisown consent, aperson shall not behinderedin the  Protection of
enjoyment of hisfreedom of conscience, including freedom of thought and of ~ freedom of
religion, freedomto change hisreligion or belief and freedom, either doneorin  conscience.
community with others, and bothin publicandin private, to manifest and propa-
gatehisreligion or beief inworship, teaching, practiceand observance.

2 Except with hisown consent (or, if heisaperson under theage
of elghteen years, the consent of hisparent or guardian) aperson attending any
placeof education, detainedin any prison or correctiveingtitution or servingin
anavd, military or air force shdl not berequired toreceiverdigiousinstruction
or totake partinor attend any religious ceremony or observanceif that instruc-
tion, ceremony or observancereatesto areligion whichisnot hisown.

3 Every recognised religiouscommunity shall beentitled, at its
own expense, to establish and maintain places of education and to manage any
place of education which it maintains; and no such community shall be pre-
vented from providing religiousingtruction for personsof that community inthe
course of any education provided by that community whether or notitisin
recei pt of agovernment subsidy or other form of financial assistancedesigned
to meet inwholeor in part the cost of such course of education.

4 A person shall not be compelled to take any oath whichis
contrary to hisreligion or belief or to take any oath inamanner whichiscon-
trary tohisreligion or belief.

5) Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law
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shall be held to beincons stent with or in contravention of thissectionto the
extent that thelaw in question makes provision whichisreasonably required-

(@ intheinterests of defence, public safety, public order, public
mordlity or public hedth;

(b) for the purpose of protecting therightsand freedomsof
other persons, including theright to observe and practise
any religionwithout the unsolicited intervention of members
of any other religion; or

(© for the purpose of regulating educationd ingtitutionsinthein-
terest of the personswho receive or may receiveingructionin
them.

(6) Referencesinthissectionto areligion shall be construed as
including referencesto areligiousdenomination, and cognateexpressionsshal

be construed accordingly.
Protection of 12.-(1) Except with hisown consent, aperson shall not be hindered inthe
freedom of enjoyment of hisfreedom of expression, including freedomto hold opinions
expression. without interference, freedom to receiveideasand information without inter-

ference, freedom to communicateideasand information without interference
(whether the communication beto the public generally or to any person or
classof persons) and freedom frominterference with his correspondence.

2 Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law
shall beheld to beincons stent with or in contravention of thissectionto the
extent that thelaw in question makesreasonable provision-

(@ that isrequiredintheinterestsof defence, public safety,
public order, public morality or public hedth;

(b) that isrequired for the purpose of protecting the reputations,
rightsand freedoms of other personsor the privatelives of
personsconcernedinlegal proceedings, preventing thedis-
closureof information received in confidence, maintaining the
authority and independence of the courtsor regulaing thead-
minigtration or thetechnical operation of telephone, telegra-
phy, posts, wirel ess broadcasting, television or other means
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of communication, public exhibitionsor public entertainments;
or

(© that imposesrestrictionson officersin the public servicethat
arerequired for the proper performance of their functions.

13.-(1) Except with hisown consent, aperson shall not be hindered inthe  Protection of
enjoyment of hisfreedom of assembly and association, thatistosay, hisrightto  freedom of
assemblefreely and associate with other personsand in particular toformor  assembly and
bel ong to trade unionsor other associ ationsfor the protection of hisinterestsor  association.
toform or belong to political partiesor other political associations.

2 Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law
shall be held to beinconsi stent with or in contravention of thissection tothe
extent that thelaw in question makesreasonable provision-

@ that isrequired in theinterestsof defence, public safety,
public order, public morality or public hedth;

(b) that isrequired for the purpose of protecting therightsor free-
domsof other persons;

(© that imposesrestrictionson officersin the public servicethat
arerequired for the proper performance of their functions; or

(d) that isrequired to prohibit any association the membership of
whichisrestricted on groundsof race or colour.

14.-(1) A person shall not be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference  Protection of
with hisprivacy, family, home or correspondence, nor to unlawful attackson  right of
hishonour and reputation. The privateand family life, thehomeandtheper-  privacy.
sonal correspondence of every person shall berespected.

2 Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law
shall be held to beinconsi stent with or in contravention of thissection tothe
extent that thelaw in question makes provision of thekind specified in subsec-
tion (2) of section 9 of thisConstitution.

15.-(1) No person shall be denied the opportunity to gain hisliving by work  protection of
which hefregly chooses or accepts, whether by pursuing aprofessonor occu-  right towork.
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pation or by engaging in atrade or business, or otherwise.

2 It shall not beincons stent with subsection (1) of thissection
torequire, asacondition for embarking upon or continuing work, the payment
of professional fees, trade or businesslicencefees, or smilar charges, or the
possession of appropriatelicencesor quaifications.

3 Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law
shall be heldto beinconsistent with or in contravention of thissectiontothe
extent that thelaw in question makesreasonable provision-

(@ that isrequiredintheinterestsof defence, public safety,
public order, public morality or public hedth;

(b) that isrequired for the purpose of protecting therightsor free-
domsof other persons; or

(© for theimposition of restrictionson theright to work of any
person who isnot acitizen of Belize.

Protection from 16.-(1) Subject to the provisionsof subsections(4), (5) and (7) of thissec-
discriminationon  tion, nolaw shal makeany provisonthat isdiscriminatory either of itself orin
the grounds of itseffect.
race, etc.
(2 Subject to the provisions of subsections (6), (7) and (8) of
this section, no person shall betreated in adiscriminatory manner by any
person or authority.

3 Inthissection, theexpresson* discriminatory” meansafford-
ing different treatment to different personsattributable wholly or mainly to
their respective descriptionsby sex, race, placeof origin, political opinions,
colour or creed whereby persons of one such description are subjected to
disahilitiesor restrictionsto which personsof another such description arenot
made subject or are accorded privileges or advantages which are not ac-
corded to persons of another such description.

4 Subsection (1) of thissection shal not apply to any law sofar
asthat law makesprovision-

(@) fortheappropriation of publicrevenuesor other public funds;
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(b)  withrespect to personswho are not citizens of Belize;

(© for the application, in the case of personsof any such descrip-
tion asismentioned in subsection (3) of thissection (or of per-
sons connected with such persons), of thelaw with respect to
adoption, marriage, divorce, burid, devolution of property on
death or other like matterswhich isthe personal law of per-
sonsof that description; or

(d) whereby personsof any such description asismentionedin
subsection (3) of thissection may be subjected to any disabil-
ity or restriction or may be accorded any privilegeor advan-
tagethat, having regard to itsnature and to special circum-
stances pertaining to those persons or to persons of any other
such description, isreasonably judtifiable.

5) Nothing contained inany law shall be held to beinconsistent
with or in contravention of subsection (1) of thissection to the extent that it
makes provision with respect to standards or qualifications (not being stan-
dardsor qudificationsspecificaly relating to sex, race, placeof origin, political
opinions, colour or creed) to berequired of any person who isappointed to or
to act inany office or employment.

(6) Subsection (2) of thissection shdl not gpply to anything which
isexpressly or by necessary implication authorised to be done by any such
provision of law asisreferred to in subsection (4) or subsection (5) of this
section.

(7) Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law
shall be held to beinconsi stent with or in contravention of thissection tothe
extent that thelaw in question makes provision whereby personsof any such
description asismentioned in subsection (3) of this section may be subjected
to any restriction on therights and freedoms guaranteed by sections9, 10, 11,
12 and 13 of this Constitution, being such arestriction asis authorised by
section 9(2), paragraph (a), (b) or (h) of section 10(3), section 11(5), section
12(2) or section 13(2), asthe case may be.

8 Nothing contained in subsection (2) of thissection shall affect
any discretion relating to theinstitution, conduct or discontinuance of civil or
criminal proceedingsin any court that isvested in any person by or under this

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000

Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



30 CAP. 4] Belize Constitution

Congtitution or any other law.

Protection from 17.-(1) No property of any description shall be compulsorily taken posses-
deprivation of sion of and no interest in or right over property of any description shall be
property. compulsorily acquired except by or under alaw that-

(@ prescribesthe principleson which and the manner inwhich
reasonable compensation therefor isto be determined and
givenwithinareasonabletime; and

(b) securesto any personclaiming aninterestinor right over the
property aright of accessto the courtsfor the purpose of -

(i) establishing hisinterest or right (if any);

(it) determining whether that taking of possession or ac-
quistionwasduly carried out for apublic purposein
accordancewiththelaw authorising thetaking of pos-
sessionor acquigition;

(iir) determining theamount of the compensationto
which hemay beentitled; and

(iv) enforcing hisright to any such compensation.

2 Nothinginthissection shal invaidateany law by reason
only that it providesfor thetaking possession of any property or theacquisi-
tionof any interestin or right over property-

(@ insatisfaction of any tax, rateor due;

(b) by way of penalty for breach of thelaw or forfeiturein conse-
guence of abreach of thelaw;

(© by way of taking asamplefor the purposesof any law;

(d)  asanincident of any deposit required to be madewith the
Government of areasonable number of copiesof every book,
magazine, newspaper or other printed work publishedin
Bdlize
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(&  wheretheproperty consistsof ananimal, uponitsbeing
found trespassing or straying;

)] asanincident of alease, tenancy, mortgage, charge, bill of sde
or any other right or obligation arising under acontract;

(9) by way of requiring personscarrying on businessin Belizeto
deposit money with the Government or an agency of the Gov-
ernment for the purpose of controlling credit or investmentin
Bdize

(h) by way of the vesting and administration of trust property, en-
emy property, the property of deceased persons, persons of
unsound mind or personsadjudged or otherwise declared bank-
rupt or the property of companiesor other societies (whether
incorporated or not) in the course of being wound up;

() inthe execution of judgmentsor ordersof courts,

() inconsequenceof any law with respect to thelimitation of
actions,

(K) by reason of itsbeing in adangerous state or injuriousto the
hedlth of human beings, animasor plants;

() for the purpose of marketing property of that descriptionin
thecommoninterests of the various personsotherwise
entitled to dispose of that property; or

(m) forsolongonly asmay be necessary for the purpose of an
examination, investigation, trial or enquiry or, inthe case of
land, the carrying out on theland-

(1) of work of soil conservation or the conservation of
other natural resources; or

(i) of agricultural development or improvement which
the owner or occupier of theland hasbeen required
and haswithout reasonable and lawful excuse
refused or failed to carry out.
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Provisions for 18.-(2) InthisPart, “ period of public emergency” meansany period during
periods of public ~ which-
emergency.

(@ Belizeisengagedinany war; or

(b) thereisinforceaproclamation by the Governor-Genera
declaring that astate of public emergency exists, or

(© thereisinforcearesolution of the National Assembly declar-
ing that democraticingtitutionsin Belizearethreatened by sub-
verson.

(2 The Governor-Genera may, by proclamation which shall be
published inthe Gazette, declarethat astate of public emergency existsfor
the purposes of thisPart.

3 A proclamation made by the Governor-General under sub-
section (2) of thissection shall not be effective unlessit containsadeclaration
that the Governor-General issatisfied-

(@ that astate of war between Belize and another Stateisimmi-
nent or that apublic emergency hasarisen asaresult of the
occurrenceof any earthquake, hurricane, flood, fire, outbreak
of pestilence, outbreak of infectiousdisease, or other smilar
caamity; or

(b) that action hasbeen taken or isimmediately threatened by
any person or body of personsof such anatureand on so
extensveascaeasto belikely to endanger the public safety
or to deprivethe community, or any substantial portion of the
community, of suppliesor servicesessentid tolife.

4 A proclamation made under subsection (2) of thissectionmay
be made so asto apply only to such part of Belize asmay be specifiedinthe
proclamation (in thissubsection called “theemergency area’), inwhich case
regul ationsmade under subsection (9) of thissection shal except asotherwise
expressly provided in suchregulationshaveeffect only intheemergency area.
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5) A proclamation made by the Governor-General for the pur-
poses of and in accordance with thissection-

@ shall, unlessprevioudy revoked, remaininforcefor aperiod
not exceeding onemonth;

(b) may be extended from timeto time by aresol ution passed by
theNational Assembly for further periods, not exceedingin
respect of each such extension aperiod of twelvemonths; and

(© may berevoked at any time by aresolution of the National
Ass=mbly.

(6) A resolution of theNational Assembly passed for the purposes
of subsection (1) (c) of thissection shal remaininforcefor two monthsor such
shorter period asmay be specified therein:

Provided that any such resolution may be extended fromtimetotime
by afurther such resolution, each extension not exceeding two monthsfromthe
date of theresol ution effecting the extens on; and any such resol ution may be
revoked at any time by afurther resolution.

(7 A resolution of theNationa Assembly for the purposesof sub-
section (1) (c) of thissection, and aresolution of the National Assembly ex-
tending or revoking any such resolution, shall not be passed unlessitissup-
ported by thevotes of two-thirdsof the membersof the House of Representa-
tives present and voting.

(8) Any provision of thissection that aproclamation or resolution
shall lapseor ceaseto beinforceat any particular timeiswithout prejudiceto
themaking of afurther such proclamation or resol ution whether beforeor after
that time.

9 During any period of public emergency, thefollowing provi-
sonsshdl haveeffect-

@ the Governor-Genera may make such regulationsasare nec-
essary or expedient for securing public safety, the defence of
Belize, the maintenance of public order and the suppression of
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mutiny, rebellionand riot, and for maintaining suppliesand
servicesessential tothelifeof thecommunity;

(b) any such regulations may empower such authoritiesor per-
sonsas may be specified in theregul ationsto make orders
and rulesfor any of the purposesfor which such regulations
are authorised by thissubsection to be madeand may contain
suchincidental and supplementary provisonsasare neces-
sary or expedient for the purposes of theregulations;

(© any such regulationsor any order or rule madein pursuance
of such regulations may amend or suspend the operation of
any law and shd | have effect notwithstanding anything
incong stent therewith containedinany law;

(d) inthissubsection, “law” doesnot includethis Congtitution or
any provision thereof or any law that altersthis Congtitution
or any provision thereof.

(10)  Nothing contained in or doneunder the authority of any law
(including any regul ations made under subsection (9) of thissection) shall
beheldto beinconsistent with or in contravention of section5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 12,
13, 14,15, 16, or 17 of this Congtitution to the extent that thelaw in question
makesin relation to any period of public emergency provision, or authorises
thedoing during any such period of anything, that isreasonably justifiablein
thecircumstances of any Situation arising or existing during the period for the
purpose of deding withthat Situation.

Protection of 19.-(1) Whenapersonisdetained by virtue of alaw that authorisesthetaking
persons detained  during aperiod of public emergency of measuresthat are reasonably justifi-
under emergency  ablefor the purposeof deding withthestuation that existsin Belizeduring that
laws. period, thefollowing provisionsshall apply, that isto say-

(@  heshdl, withreasonablepromptitudeandin any casenot more
than seven days after the commencement of hisdetention, be
informed inalanguagethat he understands of the grounds
uponwhich heisdetained and furnished with awritten state-
ment in English specifying the particularsof thosegrounds;

(b) not morethan fourteen daysafter the commencement of his
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detention, anctification shall be published in the Gazette Stat-
ing that he has been detained and giving particularsof the pro-
visionof law under which hisdetentionisauthorised;

(© not morethan one month after the commencement of hisde-
tention and thereafter during hisdetention at intervasof not
morethan three months, hiscaseshall bereviewed by aninde-
pendent and impartia tribuna established by law and presided
over by aperson appointed by the Chief Justicefrom among
personswho arelegal practitioners,

(d) he shal be afforded reasonablefacilitiesfor private communi-
cation and consultation with alegal practitioner of hisown
choicewho shall be permitted to make representationsto the
tribunal appointed for thereview of the case of the detained
person; and

(e at the hearing of hiscase by thetribuna appointed for the
review of hiscase he shall be permitted to appear in person
or to berepresented by alegal practioner of hisown choice.

2 Onany review by atribunal in pursuance of thissection of the
caseof adetained person, thetribuna may make recommendati onsconcerning
the necessity or expediency of continuing hisdetention to theauthority by which
itwasordered but, unlessit isotherwise provided by law, that authority shall
not be obliged to act in accordance with any such recommendations.

3 Nothing contained in subsection (1) (d) or subsection (1) (€)
of thissection shall be construed asentitling aperson to legal representation at
public expense.

20.-(2) If any person alleges that any of the provisions of sections3t019  Enforcement of
inclusiveof thisCongtitution hasbeen, isbeing or islikely tobecontravenedin  protective
relationto him (or, inthe case of apersonwhoisdetained, if any other person  provisions.
alleges such acontraventionin relation to the detai ned person), then, without

prejudiceto any other action with respect to the same matter whichislawfully

available, that person (or that other person) may apply to the Supreme Court

for redress.

2 The Supreme Court shall haveorigind jurisdiction-
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(@ to hear and determine any application made by any personin
pursuance of subsection (1) of thissection; and

(b) to determine any question arising in the case of any person
whichisreferredtoitin pursuance of subsection (3) of this
section,

and may make such declarationsand orders, issue such writsand give such
directionsasit may consider appropriatefor the purpose of enforcing or se-
curing theenforcement of any of the provisionsof sections3to 19inclusiveof
thisCondtitution:

Provided that the Supreme Court may declineto exerciseits powers
under thissubsectionif it issatisfied that adequate means of redressfor the
contravention alleged are or have been avail able to the person concerned
under any other law.

3 If inany proceedingsin any court (other than the Court of
Appeal or the Supreme Court or acourt-martia ) any question arisesasto
the contravention of any of the provisionsof sections3to 19inclusiveof this
Condtitution, the person presiding in that court may, and shdl if any party to
the proceedings so requests, refer the question to the Supreme Court
unless, inhisopinion, theraising of thisquestionismerely frivolousor
vexatious.

4 Any person aggrieved by any determination of the Supreme
Court under thissection may appeal therefrom to the Court of Appeal:

Provided that no apped shdl liefrom adetermination of the Supreme
Court under this section dismissing an application onthegroundsthat itis
frivolousor vexatious.

(5) Whereany questionisreferred to the Supreme Court in pur-
suance of subsection (3) of thissection, the Supreme Court shall giveitsdeci-
sion upon the question and the court in which the question arose shal dispose
of thecasein accordance with that decisonor, if that decisonisthe subject of
an gppeal to the Court of Appea or to Her Mg esty in Council, in accordance
with the decision of the Court of Appeal or, asthe case may be, of Her Mgj-
esty in Council.
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(6) Notwithstanding thevalidity of any law under section9(2), 10
(3),11(5), 12(2), 13(2) or 16 (4) (d) of this Constitution, any act or thing
done under the authority of such law shall beunlawful if such act or thingis
shown not to bereasonably requiredintheactua circumstancesinwhichitis
done.

) The Supreme Court shall have such powersin additionto those
conferred by thissection asmay be conferred onit by the National Assembly
for the purpose of enabling it more effectively to exercisethejurisdiction con-
ferred onit by thissection.

8 The Chief Justice may makeruleswith respect tothe practice
and procedure of the Supreme Court inrelation to thejurisdiction and powers
conferred onit by or under thissection (including ruleswith respect to thetime
withinwhich applicationsmay bebrought and referencesshall bemadetothe
Surpeme Court).

21.  Nothing containedinany law inforceimmediately beforeIndepen-  Protection of
dence Day nor anything done under the authority of any such law shall,fora  existing laws.
period of fiveyearsafter Independence Day, be held to beinconsi stent with or

donein contravention of any of theprovisonsof thisPart.

22.-(1) InthisPart, unlessthe context otherwiserequires- Interpretation
and savings.

“contravention”, inrelation to any requirement, includesafailureto comply

withthat requirement, and cognate expressionsshal be construed accordingly;

“court” meansany court of law havingjurisdictionin Belize other thanacourt
established by adisciplinary law, and includesHer Mgjesty in Council andin
sections4 and 8 of this Congtitution acourt established by adisciplinary law;

“disciplinary law” meansalaw regulating thedisciplineof any disciplined force;

“disciplined forcemeans-

(@ anavd, military or air force;
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42 of 1999.

Persons who
becomecitizens
on Indepen-
dence Day.

14 0f 1985

1948¢.56
(UK.)

(b) theBelizePolice Department;
(o aprisonservice; or

(d) any suchother forceor serviceasmay be prescribed by
theNationd Assembly;

“legd practitioner” meansaperson admitted and enrolled asan attorney-at-
law under thelawsof Belize,

“member”, inrelationto adisciplined force, includesany personwho, under
thelaw regulating thedisciplineof that force, issubject tothat discipline.

2 Inrelation to any person who isamember of adisciplined
force of Belize, nothing contained in or done under the authority of thedisci-
plinary law of that force shall be held to beincons stent with or in contraven-
tion of any of the provisionsof thisPart other than sections4, 7 and 8 of this
Condtitution.

3 Inrelation to any person whoisamember of adisciplined
forceof acountry other than Belizethat islawfully present in Belize, nothing
contained in or done under the authority of thedisciplinary law of that force
shall beheld to beincons stent with or in contravention of any of theprovisons
of thisPart.

PART I11
Citizenship
23.-(1) Every person bornin Belize, immediately before Independence Day,
shall becomeacitizen of Belize on Independence Day.

2 Every person who, immediately before Independence Day,
isacitizen of the United Kingdomand Colonies-

(@ having becomesuch acitizen under the British Nationdlity
Act 1948 by virtueof hishaving been naturalisedin Belize
asaBritish subject beforethat Act cameintoforce; or

(b)  havingwhileresident in Belizebecome such acitizen by
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virtue of hishaving been naturaised or registered under that
Act,

shdl becomeacitizen of Belize on Independence Day.

3 Every person born outside Belize, before Independence Day,
shdl becomeacitizen of Belize on Independence Day if hisfather or mother
becomes, or would but for hisdeath or therenunciation of hiscitizenship
have become, acitizen of Belize by virtue of subsection (1) or (2) of this
section.

4 Every person born outs de Belize before Independence Day
shdl becomeacitizen of Belize on Independence Day if one of hisgrandpar-
entsbecomes, or would but for hisdeath or renunciation of hiscitizenship
have become, acitizen of Belize by virtue of subsection (1) or (2) of this
section.

5) Every woman shall becomeacitizen of Belize on Indepen- 1948. ¢.56
denceDay if immediately before | ndependence Day, sheismarriedtoa (UK)
person who becomesor, but for hisdeath or therenunciation of hiscitizen-
ship, would have becomeacitizen of Belize by virtue of subsection (1), (2),

(3) or (4) of thissection.

(6) Inthissection, “the British Nationality Act 1948" includes
any Act of the Parliament of the United Kingdom amending that Act.

24. Every person bornin Belizeon or after Independence Day shall Persons born
becomeacitizen of Belizeat thedate of hishirth: inBelizeonor
after Indepen-

Provided that aperson shdl not becomeacitizen of Belizeby virtue ~ dence Day.
of thissectionif at thetimeof hisbirth-

@ neither of hisparentsisacitizen of Belizeand hisfather or
mother possesses such immunity from suit and legal process
asisaccorded to the envoy of aforeign sovereign power
accreditedto Belize; or

(b) hisfather or mother isacitizen of acountry withwhich Belize
isat war and thebirth occursin aplace then under occupa-
tion by that country.
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Persons born
outside Belizeon
or after Indepen-
dence Day.

14 of 1985.

Registration.
14 of 1985.

Dual nationality.
14 of 1985.

Citizenship
legidation.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

25. A personbornoutside Belize onor after Independence Day shall
becomeacitizen of Bdlize at thedate of hishirthif, at that date, hisfather or
mother isacitizen of Bdize.

26.-(1) Thefollowing personsmay, upon making application at any time
after Independence Day, beregistered ascitizensof Belize-

@ any personwhoismarriedto acitizen of Belize;

(b) any personwho hasbeenresident continuoudy inBelizefor a
period of fiveyearsimmediately before the date of hisappli-
caion;

(© any personwho makesasubstantia contributionto the
economy and/or well being of Belize or who hasrendered
distinguished serviceto Bdlize.

2 TheNationa Assembly shall prescribeby law the procedure
for making and determining applications, and the conditionsto befulfilled by
persons making applications, for registration under thissection.

3 A person registered asacitizen of Belize under thissection
shall becomeacitizen of Belizeon thedate onwhich heisso registered.

27.  Adcitizenof Bdizeby birth or descent who acquiresthe citizenship of
any other country may, if thelaws of the other country so permit and at his
option, retain hiscitizenship of Belize.

28. TheNationa Assembly may make provision, not inconsistent with
thisPart, in respect of citizenship, including provisonfor-

(@ theacquisition of citizenship of Belizeby personswho are
not eligibleor who areno longer digibleto becomeciti-
zensof Belizeunder thisPart;

(b) depriving any person of hiscitizenship of Belize;

(© therenunciation by any person of hiscitizenship of Belize.
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29.-(1) For the purposes of thisPart, aperson born aboard aregistered ship  Interpretation.
or aircraft, or aboard an unregistered ship or aircraft of the government of any

country, shall be deemed to have been borninthe placein which the ship or

aircraft wasregistered or, asthe case may be, in that country.

2 Any referenceinthisPart to the national statusof thefather of
aperson at thetime of that person’shirth shal, inrelationto aperson born after
thedeath of hisfather, be construed asareferenceto the national statusof the
father at thetime of thefather’sdeath; and wherethat death occurred before
Independence Day and the birth occurred on or after Independence Day the
nationa statusthat thefather would have had if he had died on Independence
Day shall bedeemed to be hisnationa statusat thetime of hisdeath.

3 No person shall be entitled under theprovisionsof thisPartto 14 1985,
beacitizen of Belize or begranted citizenship of Belizeif such person shows
any alegianceto or isacitizen of acountry which doesnot recognisetheinde-
pendence, sovereignty or territorid integrity of Belize:

Provided that theMinister may in hisdiscretion grant Belizean citizen-
ship to personsfaling under thissubsection who would otherwise beentitled to
such citizenship under the provisionsof sections23 and 25 of thisCongtitution.

4 Whereaperson born outside Bdizeisentitled to beacitizen of
Bdizeunder theprovisonsof thisPart, theright to Bdlizean citizenship shal not
be deemed to accrue upon the conditionsgiving riseto such entitlement arising
but the citizenship shall be sought for by the person entitled to or on hisbehalf
and obtained by the grant by the Minister of proper certification affirming his
ctizenship.

5) Whereaperson claiming citizenship by birth, descent or regis-
tration makes an application or request for the grant of citizenship the stay of
such personin Belizeshall not beconsideredillega under theprovisionsof any
law for solong and only for solong assuch stay isnecessary for thedisposa of
hisapplication. Hisright of abode, or that of hiswife or dependentsif any
under theage of eighteen years, shal not beaffected pending thedisposal of his
goplication.
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Establishment of
office.

Acting Governor-
General.

PART IV
The Governor-General

30.  Thereshadl beaGovernor-Generd of Belizewho shdl beacitizen
of Belizeappointed by Her Mg esty and shal hold officeduring Her
Majesty’spleasureand who shall be Her Mgjesty’ srepresentativein Belize.

31.-(1) During any period when the office of Governor-General isvacant or
theholder of the office of Governor-General isabsent from Belizeor isfor
any other reason unableto perform thefunctionsof hisofficethosefunctions
shall be performed by such person asHer Mg esty may appoint.

2 Any such person asaforesaid shd | not continueto perform
thefunctions of the office of Governor-Generd if the holder of the office of
Governor-Genera or someother person having aprior right to performthe
functions of that office hasnotified himthat heisabout to assumeor resume
thosefunctions.

3 Theholder of the office of Governor-Genera shall not, for
the purposes of thissection, beregarded asabsent from Belize or asunable
to perform thefunctionsof hisoffice-

@ by reasonthat heisin passagefrom one part of Belizeto
another; or

(b) at any timewhen thereisasubs sting appointment of a
deputy under section 33 of thisConstitution.

Oathtobetaken 32, A person appointed to hold the office of Governor-General

by Governor- shall, before entering upon the duties of that office, take and subscribethe

General. oath of alegianceand office.

Deputy to 33.-(1) Whenever the Governor-General-

Governor-

General. @ has occasion to be absent from the seat of government
but not from Belize;

(b) has occasion to be absent from Belizefor aperiod which
he considers, acting in hisown deliberatejudgment, will
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be of short duration; or

(© issufferingfromanillnesswhichheconsders, actinginhis
own ddliberatejudgment, will be of short duration,

hemay, actingin accordance with the advice of the PrimeMinister,

appoint any personin Belizeto be hisdeputy during such absenceor illness
and inthat capacity to perform on hisbehalf such of thefunctionsof the
officeof Governor-General asmay be specifiedin theinstrument by which he
isappointed.

2 The power and authority of the Governor-General shall not
be abridged, altered or in any way affected by the appoi ntment of adeputy
under thissection, and, subject to the provisionsof thisConstitution, a
deputy shall conformto and observeall instructionsthat the Governor-
Generd, actingin hisown deliberatejudgment, may fromtimetotimead-
dresstohim:

Provided that the question whether or not adeputy has conformed to
and observed any suchinstructionsshall not be enquired into by any court of
law.

3 A person gppointed asdeputy under thissection shall hold that
appointment for such period asmay be specifiedin theinstrument by which he
isappointed, and hisappointment may berevoked at any time by the Gover-
nor-Genera, acting in accordancewith the advice of the PrimeMinister.

34.-(1) Intheexerciseof hisfunctionsthe Governor-Generd shdl actinaccor-  Exerciseof
dance with the advice of the Cabinet or aMinister acting under thegenera  Governor-
authority of the Cabinet except in caseswhereheisrequired by thisCongtitu-  General’s
tion or any other law to act in accordancewith theadviceof, or after consultas  functions.
tion with, any person or authority other than the Cabinet or in hisown deliber-
atejudgment.

2 Any referencein this Congtitution to the functions of the Gov-
ernor-General shall be construed asareferenceto hispowersand dutiesinthe
exerciseof theexecutiveauthority of Belizeand to any other powersand duties
conferred or imposed on him as Governor-General by or under this Congtitu-
tionor any other law.
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3 Whereby this Congtitution the Governor-General isrequired
to performany function after consultation with any person or authority heshall
not be obliged to exercisethat function in accordance with the advice of that
person or authority.

4 Whereby this Congtitution the Governor-General isrequired
to perform any functionin accordancewith the adviceof, or after consultation
with, any person or authority, the question whether the Governor-General has
so exercised that function shal not be enquired into by any court of law.

Governor- 35.  ThePrimeMinister shall keep the Governor-Generd fully informed
General tobe concerning the genera conduct of the government of Belizeand shdl furnish
informed the Governor-Genera with suchinformation ashe may request with respect
concerning to any particular matter relating to the government of Belize.
matters of
gover nment.
PART V

The Executive
Executive 36.-(1) Theexecutiveauthority of Belizeisvestedin Her Mgesty.
authority.

2 Subject tothe provisionsof this Congtitution, the executive
authority of Belize may be exercised on behaf of Her Mgesty by the
Governor-Generd ether directly or through officerssubordinateto him.

3 Nothing in thissection shall prevent the National Assembly
from conferring functions on personsor authorities other than the Governor-
Generdl.

PrimeMinister. 37.-(1) Thereshall beaPrimeMinister of Belizewho shall be appointed by
the Governor-General.

2 Whenever the Governor-General hasoccasion to appoint a
Prime Minister he shall appoint amember of the House of Representatives
who istheleader of the political party which commandsthe support of the
majority of themembersof that House; and if no politica party hasan overal
maority, he shall appoint amember of that Housewho appearsto himlikely
to command the support of the majority of the membersof that House.
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3 If occasion arisesfor making an appointment to the office of
PrimeMinister whiletheNational Assembly isdissolved, then, notwithstanding
the provisionsof subsection (2) of thissection, aperson who wasamember of
the House of Representativesimmediately before the dissol ution may be ap-
pointed asPrimeMinister.

4 The Governor-Genera shall removethe PrimeMinister from
officeif aresolution of no confidenceinthe Government ispassed by theHouse
of Representatives and the Prime Minister does not within seven dayseither
resignfrom hisofficeor advisethe Governor-General to dissolvethe National
Ass=mbly.

) Theofficeof PrimeMinister shall also become vacant-

@ if the holder of the office ceasesto be amember of the
House of Representatives otherwisethan by reason of thedis-
solution of the National Assembly;

(b) if, by virtue of section 59(3) of thisCongtitution, heisrequired
to ceaseto perform hisfunctionsasamember of the House; or

(© if heisinformed by the Governor-Genera that the Governor-
Generdl is, in accordance with subsection (2) or (3) of this
section, about to regppoint him asPrime Minister or to appoint
another person asPrime Minister.

(6) In exercise of the powersconferred on him by thissectionthe
Governor-Genera shall act in hisown deliberatejudgment.

38.  TheGovernor-General shal, actingin accordancewiththeadviceof =~ Deputy Prime
thePrimeMinigter, desgnateaMinister asDeputy PrimeMinister towhomthe  Minister.
Prime Minister may fromtimeto time depute such of hisfunctionsashe may

Specify.

39.-(1) Whenever the PrimeMinister isabsent from Belizeor isby reasonof ~ Performanceof
illnessunableto perform thefunctionsconferred on himin accordancewiththis  functions of
Condtitution, thosefunctions (other thanthefunctionsconferred by thissection)  PrimeMinister
shall be performed- during absence
orillness.

(@) by theDeputy PrimeMinister; or
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(b) intheabsenceof the Deputy PrimeMinister or if hetoo
islikewiseunableto perform thosefunctions, by such
other Minigter asthe Governor-General may authorise
for that purpose.

2 The Deputy PrimeMinister shall ceaseto perform thefunc-
tionsof the Prime Minister when heisinformed by the Governor-Genera that
the PrimeMinister isabout to resumethosefunctions.

3 A Minister authorised to perform thefunctions of the Prime
Minister under subsection (1) (b) of thissection shall ceaseto performthose
functionswhen heisinformed by the Governor-Generd that the Deputy Prime
Minister isabout to assume, or that the Prime Minister isabout to resume,
thosefunctions.

4 The powersof the Governor-Genera under thissection shall
be exercised by himin accordancewith the adviceof the PrimeMinister:

Providedthat if the Governor-Generd, acting in hisown deliberatejudg-
ment, considersthat it isimpracti cableto obtainthe advice of the PrimeMin-
ister owing to the absence or illness of the Prime Minister he may exercise
those powers-

@ inaccordancewith the advice of the Deputy PrimeMinister;
or

(b) if helikewiseconddersitimpracticableto obtain theadvice of
the Deputy PrimeMinister, in hisown deliberatejudgment.

Ministers of 40.-(1) Thereshdl be, in additionto theoffice of Prime Minister, such other

Government. officesof Minister of the Government as may be established by the National
Assembly or, subject to the provisions of any law enacted by the National
Assembly, by the Governor-General, acting in accordance with the advice of
thePrimeMinigter.

2 Appointmentsto the office of Minister shall be made by the
Governor-Generd, actingin accordance with the advice of the PrimeMinis-
ter, from among membersof the House of Representativesand of the Senate:
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Provided that persons holding the office of Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives or President of the Senate may not be appointed to the office of
Minider.

3 If occasion arisesfor making an appointment to the office of
Minister whilethe National Assembly isdissolved, then, notwithstanding the
provisionsof subsection (2) of thissection, aperson who wasamember of the
House of Representativesor of the Senateimmediately beforethedissolution
maly be appointed asMinister.

4 Theoffice of any Minister shall become vacant-

(@ if the holder of the office ceasesto beamember of theHouse
of Representativesor of the Senate otherwise than by reason
of thedissolution of theNational Assembly;

(b) if, by virtueof section59 (3) or 64 (3) of thisCongtitution, heis
required to ceaseto perform hisfunctionsasamember of the
House of Representativesor of the Senate;

(© if the Governor-General, actingin accordance with theadvice
of thePrimeMinister, sodirects;

(d) if thePrimeMinister resgnsfrom officewithin seven daysafter
aresolution of no confidencein the Government hasbeen
passed by the House of Representativesor isremoved from
office under section 37 (4) of thisCongtitution; or

(e on the appointment of any personto the office of Prime
Minider.

5) Inthissection, “Minister” meansaMinister of the Government
other thanthe Prime Minister.

41.-(1) The Governor-General, acting in accordancewiththeadviceof the  ajjocation of
PrimeMinister, may, by directionsinwriting, assigntothePrimeMinisteror - portfolios to
any other Minister responsibility for any businessof theGovernment, including  winisters.
theadministration of any department of government:
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Provided that responsibility for finance shall beassigned toaMinister
who isamember of the House of Representatives.

2 WhereaMinister has been charged with responsibility for
any department of government, he shall exercisegenera directionand control
over that department of government.

Attorney- 42.-(1) TheAttorney-Genera shal betheprincipal legal adviser tothe Gov-
Generdl. ernment.

2 Theofficeof Attorney-Genera shall betheofficeof aMinis-
ter, withresponghility for theadminisiration of lega affairsin Belize.

3 No person shall be qualified to hold the office of Attorney-
General unlessheisapersonwho hasfor at least five yearsbeen entitled to
practise asan advocatein acourt having unlimited jurisdictionincivil and
criminal mattersin some part of the Commonwealth or in the Republic of
Ireland or acourt having jurisdiction in gppeal sfrom any such court.

4 If aperson holding the office of Attorney-General isfor any
reason unableto perform thefunctions conferred on him by or under any law,
thosefunctionsmay be performed by such other person, being aperson qudli-
fied asaforesaid (whether or not that personisamember of either House of
theNational Assembly), asthe Governor-Generd, acting in accordancewith
theadviceof the PrimeMinister, may direct.

(5) Legal proceedingsfor or against the State shall betaken, in
thecaseof civil proceedings, inthe name of the Attorney-Genera and, inthe
caseof crimina proceedings, inthe name of the Crown.

Performance of 43.-(1) Whenever aMinister other than the Prime Minister isabsent from

functions of Bdizeor iswithin Belizebut by leave of the Governor-Generd isnot perform-
Ministersduring  ingthefunctionsof hisofficeor by reason of illnessisunableto perform those
absence or functions, the Governor-General may authorize some other Minister to per-
illness. form those functions or may appoint amember of the House of Representa-

tivesor of the Senateto be atemporary Minister in order to perform those
functions; and that Minister may performthosefunctionsuntil hisauthority or,
asthe case may be, hisappointment isrevoked by the Governor-General or
hevacates officeasaMinister under section 40(4) of thisCongtitution.
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2 The powers of the Governor-General under thissection shall
be exercised by himin accordancewith the advice of the PrimeMinister:

Provided that if the Governor-General, acting in hisown deliberate
judgment, considersthat it isimpracticableto obtain the advice of the Prime
Minister owing to hisabsenceor illnesshe may exercise those powersin accor-
dancewith the advice of the Deputy PrimeMinister.

44.-(1) Thereshall beaCabinet of Ministersfor Belizewhichshall consstof  Cabinet.
the PrimeMinister and theother Ministers. 26 0f 1988.

()] The Cabinet shdl bethe principa executiveinstrument of policy
with genera directionand control of the Government and shall be collectively
responsibleto the National Assembly for any advice given to the Governor-
Generd by or under thegenera authority of the Cabinet and for al thingsdone
by or under theauthority of any Minister intheexecution of hisoffice.

3 Theprovisonsof subsection (2) of thissection shal not
apply inrelationto-

@ the gppoi ntment and removal from office of Ministersand
Ministersof State, theassignment of respong bility toany Min-
ister under section 41 of thisCongtitution, or the authorisation
of another Minigter to perform thefunctionsof the PrimeMin-
ister during absenceor illness; or

(b) thedissolution of the National Assembly.

4 Whenever practicablethe PrimeMinister shall attend and pre-
Sdeat al Cabinet meetings, at ameeting of the Cabinet fromwhichthePrime
Minister isabsent, any other Minister appointed by him for the purpose shall
preside.

45.-(1) The Governor-General, acting in accordance with theadviceof the ~ Ministers of
PrimeMinister, may appoint Minigtersof Statefromamongthemembersofthe  State.
House of Representatives or of the Senateto assist Ministersintheperfor-  260f 1988.
manceof their duties.

2 Theofficeof aMinister of State shall become vacant- 260f 1988.
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Oath to be taken
by Minister, etc.
26 of 1988.

Leader of the
Opposition.

(@ iftheholder of the office ceasesto be amember of the House of
Representatives or of the Senate otherwise than by reason of the
dissolution of theNationa Assembly;

(b) if, by virtueof section 59 (3) or 64 (3) of thisCongtitution, heis
required to ceaseto perform hisfunctionsasamember of the
House of Representativesor of the Senate;

(o) iftheGovernor-Generd, acting in accordance with the advice of
the PrimeMinister, sodirects;

(d) ifthePrimeMinigter resgnsfromtheofficewithin sevendays
after aresolution of no confidencein the Government hasbeen
passed by the House of Representativesor isremoved from of -
ficeunder section 37 (4) of thisConstitution; or

(& ontheappointment of any persontotheoffice of Prime
Miniger.

46. A Minister or aMinister of State shall not enter uponthedutiesof his
office unlesshe hastaken and subscribed the oath of alegianceand office.

47.-(1) Thereshall (except at timeswhen there are no membersof the House
of Representativeswho do not support the Government) be aL eader of the
Opposition who shall be appointed by the Governor-General.

(2 Whenever thereisoccasion for the appointment of alLeader
of the Opposition the Governor-Genera shal gppoint the member of theHouse
of Representativeswho appearsto him most likely to command the support of
amgjority of the membersof the Housewho do not support the Government:
or, if no member of the House appearsto him to command such support, the
member of the House who appearsto him to command the support of the
largest single group of membersof the House who do not support the Gov-
ernment.

(3 If occasion arisesto appoint aLeader of the Opposition dur-
ing the period between adissol ution of the National Assembly andtheday on
which the ensuing el ection of members of the House of Representativesis
held, an appointment may be made asif the National Assembly had not been
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dissolved.

(4) Theofficeof Leader of the Opposition shall become
vacant-

(@ if the holder of the office ceasesto beamember of the House
of Representatives otherwisethan by reason of adissolution
of theNationa Assembly;

(b) if by virtueof section59 (3) of thisConstitution, heisrequired
to ceaseto perform hisfunctionsasamember of theHouse; or

(© if heisremoved from office by the Governor-General under
the provisionsof subsection (5) of thissection.

5) If it appearsto the Governor-General that the L eader of the
Opposition is no longer able to command the support of amajority of the
membersof the House of Representativeswho do not support the Government
or (if no member of the House appearsto him to be able to command such
support) the support of thelargest single group of membersof the Housewho
do not support the Government, he shall removethe Leader of the Opposition
fromoffice.

(6) Subject tothe provisionsof section 61 (3) (b) of thisConstitu-
tion, during any periodinwhichthereisavacancy intheofficeof Leader of the
Opposition, the provisionsof this Congtitution containing the requirement that
action shall betaken in accordance with the advice of, or after consultation
with, or with the concurrence of , the L eader of the Opposition shal have effect
asif therewereno such requirement.

Thepowersof the Governor-General under this section shall
be exercised by himinhisown deliberatejudgment.

48. Subject to thedirection and control of theMinister pursuantto section  permanent
41(2) of thisConstitution, every department of government shall beunderthe  secretaries,
supervision of apublic officer whoseofficeisreferredtointhisCongtitution as

the office of apermanent secretary:
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Provided that two or more government departments may be placed
under the supervision of one permanent secretary.

Secretary tothe ~ 49.-(1) There shall be a Secretary to the Cabinet whose office shall be a
Cabinet. publicoffice.

2 The Secretary to the Cabinet, who shall have charge of the
Cabinet Office, shall beresponsible, in accordance with suchinstructionsas
may begivento him by the PrimeMinister, for arranging the businessfor, and
keeping the minutes of, the Cabinet and for conveying the decisions of the
Cabinet to the appropriate person or authority and shall have such other func-
tionsasthe PrimeMinister may direct.

Control of public ~ 50.-(1) Thereshall beaDirector of Public Prosecutionswhose office shall be
prosecutions. apublicoffice.

2 TheDirector of Public Prosecutionsshall have power inany
caseinwhich heconsidersit desirable soto do-

(@ toingtitute, and undertake criminal proceedingsaganst any
person beforeany court of law (other than acourt-martid) in
respect of any offence alleged to have been committed by
that person;

(b) to take over and continue any such criminal proceedingsthat
have been ingtituted or undertaken by any other person or
authority; and

(© to discontinue at any stage beforejudgment isdelivered any
such crimina proceedingsingtituted or undertaken by himself
or any other person or authority.

3 The powers of the Director of Public Prosecutions under
subsection (2) of this section may be exercised by himin person or through
other personsacting under and in accordance with hisgeneral or special in-
sructions.

4 The powersconferred onthe Director of Public Prosecutions
by paragraphs () and (c) of subsection (2) of thissection shall bevestedin
himto the exclusion of any other person or authority:
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Provided that where any other person or authority hasinstituted crimi-
nal proceedings, nothing inthissubsection shdl prevent thewithdrawal of those
proceedingsby or at theinstance of that person or authority and withtheleave
of thecourt.

5) For the purposesof thissection, any apped fromajudgment in
criminal proceedings before any court, or any case stated or question of law
reserved for the purpose of any such proceedings, to any other court (including
Her Mg esty in Council) shall be deemed to be part of those proceedings:

Provided that the power conferred on the Director of Public Prosecu-
tionsby subsection (2) (c) of thissection shdl not beexercisedinrelationto any
appeal by aperson convictedinany criminal proceedingsor to any casestated
or question of law reserved at theinstance of such aperson.

(6) Subject to the powers of the Attorney-General under section
42(2) of thisCongtitution, in the exercise of the powersvested in him by sub-
section (2) of thissection the Director of Public Prosecutionsshall not be sub-
ject tothedirection or control of any other person or authority.

51.  Subjecttotheprovisonsof thisConstitution and of any other law, Constitution of
the Governor-Genera may congtitute officesfor Belize, make appointments offices, etc.
to any such officeand terminate any such appointment.

52.-(1) The Governor-Genera may- Prerogative of
mercy.

@ grant apardon, either free or subject to lawful conditions, to
any person convicted of any offence;

(b) grant to any person arespite, either indefinite or for aspeci-
fied period, of the execution of any punishment imposed on
that person for any offence;

(© subgtitute aless severeform of punishment for any
punishment imposed on any person for any offence; or

(d) remit thewholeor any part of any punishment imposed on
any personfor any offenceor of any pendty or forfeiture
otherwise dueto the Crown on account of any offence.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000

Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



54

CAP. 4] Belize Constitution

Procedurein
capital cases.

Belize Advisory
Council.
26 of 1988.

2 The powersof the Governor-General under subsection (1) of
thissection shall be exercised by him in accordance with the advice of the
Bdize Advisory Council.

53.  Whereany person has been sentenced to death (otherwisethan by a
court-martial) for an offence, the Attorney-General shall causeawrittenre-
port of the casefrom thetrial judge (or the Chief Justice, if areport fromthe
tria judge cannot be obtained), together with such other information derived
from therecord of the case or elsewhere ashemay require, to betakeninto
congderation at ameeting of the Belize Advisory Council, so that the Council
may advisethe Governor-Genera whether to exerciseany of hispowersun-
der section 52 (1) of thisConstitution.

54.-(1) Thereshall beaBelize Advisory Council (hereinafter referred to as
“the Council”) which shall consist of aChairmanwho shall beapersonwho
holds, or hasheld, or isqualified to hold, office asajudge of asuperior court
of record, and not lessthan six other memberswho shall be personsof integ-
rity and high nationa standing of whom at least two shall be personswho hold
or have held any officereferred to in section 107 of this Constitution and at
least one shall beamember of arecognised professionin Belize:

Provided that no public officer other than ajudge of asuperior court
of record shall be appointed as Chairman.

(2 Two membersof the Council shall be appointed by the
Governor-Genera, acting in accordancewith theadvice of the PrimeMinister
given with the concurrence of the Leader of the Opposition, and the other
members, including the Chairman of the Council, shall be appointed by the
Governor-Genera, acting in accordancewith theadvice of the PrimeMinister
given after consultation with the L eader of the Opposition:

Provided that in the process of consultation with the Leader of the
Oppositionfor theappointment of the Chairman, the PrimeMinister shall use
hisbest endeavoursto securethe agreement of the L eader of the Opposition.

3 No person shall be appointed asamember of the Bdize Ad-
visory Council unlessheisacitizen of Belize, except that amember of the
Council who holdsor hasheld office asajudge of asuperior court of record
need not beacitizen of Belize provided that heisaCommonwedlth citizen.
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4 Membersof the Belize Advisory Council shall be appointed
for aperiod of ten yearsor such shorter period as may be specified intheir
respectiveinstrumentsof appointment.

5) A member of the Belize Advisory Council shall not enter upon
thedutiesof hisoffice unlesshe hastaken and subscribed the oath of alegiance
and office.

(6) Theoffice of amember of the Belize Advisory Council shall
become vacant -

@ at the expiration of ten yearsfrom the date of hisappointment
or at theexpiration of the period specifiedin theinstrument by
which hewas appointed, whichever isthe sooner;

(b) when heattainsthe age of seventy-fiveyears,

(© if heresignssuch officeby writing under hisown hand
addressed to the Governor-General; or

(d) if by aresolution of the House of Representatives supported
by two-thirds of the membersof that House heisdeclared
unableto dischargethefunctionsof hisofficeby reason of per-
sstent absenceor infirmity of body or mind, or tobeinbreach
of theprovisonsof section 121 of thisCongtitution.

(7) Thefunctionsof theBelize Advisory Council shal be-

@ to advisethe Governor-Genera inthe exercise of hispowers
under section 52 of thisCongtitution;

(b) to perform such other tasksand dutiesasare conferred or im-
posed onit by this Constitution or any other law.

8 Intheexerciseof itsfunctionsthe Bdlize Advisory Council shdll
not be subject to thedirection or control of any other person or authority.

9 The Governor-Generd, acting in accordancewith theadvice
of the PrimeMinister given after consultation with the Leader of the Oppos
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tion, shall appoint one of the members of the Council to bethe Senior
Member.

(10)  TheCharmanandin hisabsence, the Senior Member, shal
convenemeetingsof the Council asappropriatefor consideration of matters
which in accordance with this Constitution or any other law the Council is
called uponto consider.

(11) TheChairmanandin hisabsence, the Senior Member, shall
presideat al meetingsof the Council, and in the absence of both the Chairman
and the Senior Member, the member of the Council elected by amajority of
themembersattending themeeting shall preside at that meeting:

Provided that in any casewherethe Council isconvenedto discharge
itsdutiesunder section 88, 98, 102, 105, 108 or 109 of this Constitution, or
wherethe Council isconvened to hear an appeal from an officer to whom
section 106 or section 107 of the Congtitution applies, the Chairman shall
presideat that mesting:

Provided further that wherethe Council isconvened to consider the
remova of the Chairman, someother person who holdsor hasheld officeas
aJudgeof asuperior court of record appointed by the Governor-Genera on
theadviceof the PrimeMinister given after consultation with the L eader of the
Opposition, shall act asthe Chairman for that purpose.

(12) Atmestingsof theBelize Advisory Council-
(@ thequorumshall befivemembers;

(b) decisonsshall betaken by amgjority of thevotes of those
membersof the Council present and voting; and

(© intheevent that votesare equally divided on any matter, the
Charman, except when heisthe Governor-Generd, shdl have
acasting voteinadditionto hisorigina vote.

(13) TheBdizeAdvisory Council shdl regulateitsown procedure.

(14) TheBdizeAdvisory Council may, subject to theprovisons
of thissectionand toitsrules of procedure, act notwithstanding any vacancy
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initsmembership or the absence of any member.

(150 Thequestion whether or not the Belize Advisory Council has
vaidly performed any functionsentrusted toiit by this Constitution or any other
law shdl not be enquired into by any court of law.

PART VI
TheLegisature
55.  Thereshal beinandfor BelizealL egidaturewhich shal Establishment
cons st of aNationa Assembly comprising two Houses, that isto say, a of Legisature.

House of Representativesand a Senate.

The House of Representatives

56.-(1) Subject to the provisions of thissection, the House of Representa- Composition of
tivesshall consist of eighteen memberswho shall be elected inthe manner House of
provided by law. Representatives.

2 If any person whoisnot amember of the House of Repre-
sentativesiselected to be Speaker of the House he shall, by virtue of holding
the office of Speaker, beamember of the Housein addition to the eighteen
membersaforesaid.

3 TheNationa Assembly, in accordancewith the provisionsof
section 90 of this Congtitution, may by law increasethe number of members
of theHouse of Representatives.

57.  Subjecttotheprovisionsof section 58 of this Constitution, aperson Qudlifications
shall bequalified to be el ected asamember of the House of Representatives  for election as
if, and shall not be qualified to be so elected unless, he- member.

@ isacitizen of Belize of the age of eighteen yearsor upwards;
and

(b) hasresidedin Belizefor aperiod of at |east oneyear immedi-
ately beforethedate of hisnomination for election.
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Disqualifications  58.-(1) No person shall be qualified to be el ected asamember of the
for election as House of Representativeswho-

member.

@)

()

©

(d)

©

(f)

@

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

is, by virtue of hisown act, under any acknowledgement
of allegiance, obedience or adherenceto aforeign power
or State;

isan undischarged bankrupt, having been adjudged or
otherwise declared bankrupt under any law inforcein
any part of the Commonwedth,

isaperson certified to beinsane or otherwise adjudged
to be of unsound mind under any law;

isunder sentence of deathimposed on himby acourtin
any part of the Commonweath or isserving asentence
of imprisonment (by whatever name called) exceeding
twelve monthsimposed on him by such acourt or
substituted by competent authority for someother
sentenceimposed on him by such acourt, or isunder
such asentence of imprisonment the execution of which
has been suspended;

isdisqualified for membership of the House of Represen
tativesby any law by reason of hisholding, or actingin,
any officethefunctionsof whichinvolve-

(i)  anyrespongbhility for, or inconnectionwith, thecon-
duct of any election, or

(i)  any responshility for thecompilation or revision of
any electora regiger;

isdisqudified for membership of the House of Representa-
tivesby virtueof any law by reason of hishaving been con-
victed of any offencerelatingto elections;

isdisqudified for membership of the House of Representa-
tivesunder any law by virtueof-
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()  hisholdingor actinginany officeor appointment Speci-
fied (either individually or by referenceto aclassof
officeor appointment) by suchlaw;

(i)  hisbelongingto any of thearmed forcesof Belizeor
toany classof personthat iscomprisedin any such
force; or

(i)  hisbelonging to any policeforceor to any classof
personsthat iscomprised in any suchforce; or

(h) isaparty to, or apartner inafirmor adirector or manager
of acompany whichisaparty to, any contract with the
government for or on account of the public serviceand has
not, within one month beforethe day of e ection, declared
publicly and inanewspaper circulatinginthedectora
divisonfor which heisacandidate anotice setting out the
nature of the contract and hisinterest, or theinterest of any
suchfirmor company therein:

Provided that if it appearsto the Governor-General, actingin hisown
deliberatejudgment, that it isproper so to do, hemay by order direct that any
such disgudlification shall bedisregarded for the purposesof thissection, but
no such order shall bemadeif proceedings have been commenced callingin
guestiontheright of that member to beamember of the House of Representa-
tivesontheground that heisdisqualified under this paragraph.

2 For the purposes of paragraph (d) of subsection (1) of this
Section-

(@ two or more sentences of imprisonment that arerequired to
be served consecutively shall beregarded as separate
sentencesif none of those sentences exceedstwelve months,
but if any one of such sentences exceedsthat term they shall
be regarded as one sentence; and

(b) no account shall betaken of asentence of imprisonment
imposed asan dternativeto or in default of the payment of a
fine
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Tenureof office  59.-(1) Every member of the House of Representativesshall vacate his
members. seat inthe House at the next dissol ution of the National Assembly after his
election.

2 A member of the House of Representativesshall also vacate
hisseat intheHouse-

@ if heisabsent from the sittings of the House for such period
and in such circumstancesasmay be prescribed in the Stand-
ing Ordersof theHouse;

(b) if he ceasestobeacitizen of Belize,

(©) subject to the provisionsof subsection (3) of thesection, if
any circumstances arisethat, if hewere not amember of the
House of Representatives, would cause him to bedisquali-
fied for election thereto by virtue of section 58 (1) of this
Condtitution; or

(d) if heshal becomeaparty to any contract with thegovernment
for or onaccount of the public service, or if any firminwhich
heisapartner or any company of which heisadirector or
manager shall become aparty to any such contract, or if he
shall becomeapartner inafirmor adirector or manager of a
company whichisaparty to any such contract:

Provided that if inthe circumstancesit shal appear to them just soto
do, theHouse of Representatives by resol ution may exempt any member thereof
from vacating hisseat under the provisionsof thisparagraph if such member
shall, before becoming aparty to such contract asaforesaid or before or as
soon as practicable after becoming otherwise interested in such contract
(whether aspartner inafirm or director or manager of acompany), disclose
to the House the nature of such contract and hisinterest or theinterest of any
suchfirmor company therein.
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(3) (@) If circumstances such asarereferred to in paragraph (c) of
subsection (2) of this section arise because any member of the House of Rep-
resentativesisunder sentence of death or imprisonment, or adjudged to be
insane or otherwise of unsound mind, or declared bankrupt and undischarged,
or convicted of an offencerelating to e ections, andif it isopen to themember
to gppedl against thedecision (either withtheleave of acourt or other authority
or without such leave), he shall forthwith ceaseto perform hisfunctionsasa
member of the House but, subject to the provisionsof thissubsection, heshall
not vacate his seat until the expiration of aperiod of thirty daysthereafter:

Provided that the Speaker may fromtimeto timeextend that period for
further periodsof thirty daysto enablethe member to pursuean appeal against
thedecision, so, however, that extensions of time exceedingin the aggregate
onehundred and fifty daysshall not be given without the approval, signified by
resolution, of the House.

(b) If, on the determination of any appedl, such circumstances con-
tinueto exist and no further appeal isopentothemember, or if, by reason of the
expiration of any period for entering an apped or noticethereof or therefusal of
leaveto appeal or for any other reason, it ceasesto be open to the member to
appedl, he shdl forthwith vacate hisseat.

(© If at any time before the member of the House vacates his seat
such circumstancesasaforesaid ceaseto exist, hisseat shal not becomevacant
on theexpiration of the period referred to in paragraph (a) of thissubsection
and he may resumethe performance of hisfunctionsasamember of theHouse.

60.-(1) When the House of Representativesfirst meetsafter any general elec-  Speaker and
tion and beforeit proceedsto the despatch of any other businessitshall electa  Deputy
personto be Speaker of theHouse; and, if the office of Speaker fallsvacant at Specker.
any timebeforethe next dissolution of the National Assembly, theHouseshall,

assoon as practicabl e, € ect another person to that office.

2 The Speaker shall beabovetheage of thirty yearsand may be
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el ected elther from among the members of the House of Representativeswho
arenot Minigersor fromamong personswho arenot membersof either House:

Provided that aperson whoisnot amember of either House shall not
be el ected as Speaker if-

@
()

3

(4)
Speaker-

@)

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

heisnot acitizen of Bdlize; or

heisaperson disqualified for election asamember of the
House of Representativesby virtue of section 58 (1) of this
Condtitution.

When the House of Representativesfirst meetsafter any gen-
eral election and beforeit proceedsto the despatch of any
other business except the el ection of the Speaker, the House
shall elect amember of the House, who isnot aMinister, to
be Deputy Speaker of the House; and if the office of Deputy
Speaker falsvacant at any timebeforethe next dissol ution of
theNational Assembly, the House shall, as soon aspractica-
ble, elect another such member to that office.

A person shall vacate the office of Speaker or Deputy

inthe case of a Speaker el ected from among membersof the
House of Representatives or in the case of the Deputy
Speaker-

()  if heceasesto beamember of theHouse; or

(ii) if heisappointed to beaMinigter;
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(b) inthecase of a Speaker elected from among personswho
membersof either House-

0] upon any dissolution of theNationd Assembly;
(i) if heceasesto beacitizen of Belize; or

(i) if any circumstances arise which would causehimto
bedisqudified for election asamember of the House
by virtue of section 58 (1) of thisConstitution;

(© inthecaseof the Deputy Speaker, if heiseected to be Speaker.

(5) (@) If, by virtueof section 59 (3) of this Constitution, the Speaker
or Deputy Speaker isrequired to ceaseto perform hisfunctionsasamember
of theHouse of Representativeshe shal aso ceaseto perform hisfunctionsas
Speaker or Deputy Speaker, asthe case may be, and those functions shall,
until hevacateshis seat in the House or resumesthe performance of thefunc-
tionsof hisoffice, be performed-

0] inthe case of the Speaker, by the Deputy Speaker
or, if theoffice of Deputy Speaker isvacant, by such
member of the House (not being aMinister) asthe
House may el ect for the purpose;

(i) inthe case of the Deputy Speaker, by such member of
the House (not being aMinister) asthe House may
elect for the purpose.

(b) If the Speaker or Deputy Speaker resumesthe performance
of hisfunctionsasamember of the House, in accordance with the provisions
of section 59(3) of this Constitution, he shall a so resumethe performance of
hisfunctionsas Speaker or Deputy Speaker, asthe case may be.
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The Senate

Composition of 61.-(1) The Senate shal cons st of eight members (inthisCongtitution
Senate. referred to as” Senators’) who shall be appointed by the Governor-General
inaccordancewith the provisionsof thissection:

Provided that if any person whoisnot a Senator iselected to be
President of the Senate he shall, by virtue of holding office of President, bea
Senator in additionto theeight membersaforesaid.

2 Of theeight Senators-

(@ fiveshall beappointed by the Governor-Genera actinginac-
cordancewiththe advice of the Prime Minister;

(b) two shall be appointed in accordance with the provisions of
subsection (3) of thissection;

(©) one shdl be appointed by the Governor-General acting after
consultation with the Belize Advisory Council.

(3) Thetwo Senatorsreferred toin subsection (2) (b) of this
section shall be appointed-

(@ by the Governor-Genera actingin accordancewiththe
advice of the Leader of the Opposition; or

(b) if the office of Leader of the Oppositionisvacant, then-

(i) by the Governor-General acting in accordancewith
the advice of a person selected by him, in hisown
deliberatejudgment, for the purpose of tendering such
advice; or
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(i) if the Governor-General, in hisown deliberatejudg-
ment, decidesto select two such persons, by the Gov-
ernor-Genera acting in accordance with the advice of
such persons, each of whom shall advise him onthe
appointment of one Senator.

62.  Subject tothe provisionsof section 63 of this Constitution, aperson
shall bequalified to be gppointed asaSenator if, and shal not bequalifiedtobe
so appointed unless, he-

@

()

isacitizen of Belizeof the age of eighteen yearsor upwards;
and

hasresidedin Belizefor aperiod of at |east oneyear immedi-
ately beforethe date of hisappointment.

63.-(1) No person shall be qualified to be appointed as a Senator who-

@

()

©

©

©
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is, by virtue of hisown act, under any acknowledgement of
alegiance, obedience or adherenceto aforeign power or State;

isamember of the House of Representatives,

isan undischarged bankrupt, having been adjudged or other-
wisedeclared bankrupt under any law inforcein any part of
the Commonwedlth;

isaperson certified to beinsane or otherwiseto be of unsound
mind under any law;

isunder sentence of death imposed upon him by acourt inany
part of the Commonwealth or is serving asentence of impris-
onment (by whatever name called) exceeding twelve months
imposed on him by such acourt or substituted by competent
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authority for some other sentenceimposed on him by such
acourt, or isunder such asentenceof imprisonment the
execution of which hasbeen suspended,;

(N  isdisqudifiedfor membership of the House of Representa:
tivesby any law by reason of hisholding, or actingin, any
officethefunctionsof whichinvolve-

(i) any responghility for, or in connectionwith, thecon-
duct of any eection; or

(ii) any responsibility for the compilation or revision of
any electord regiger;

(9) isdisqudifiedfor membership of the House of Representa:
tivesby virtueof any law by reason of hishaving been con-
victed of any offencerelatingto elections;

(h) isdisquaifiedfor membership of the Senate under any law
by virtueof-

(i) hisholding or actinginany officeor gppointment Speci-
fied (either individually or by referenceto aclassof
officeor gppointment) by suchlaw;

(ii) hisbel onging to any of thearmed forcesof Belizeor
toany classof personthat iscomprisedin any such
force; or

(iii) hisbelonging to any policeforceor to any classof
personthat iscomprisedin any suchforce; or

() isapartyto, or apartner inafirmor adirector or manager
of acompany whichisaparty to, any contract with the
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Government for or on account of the public service, and
has not disclosed to the Governor-Genera the nature of
such contract and hisinterest, or theinterest of any such
firmor company, therein:

Providedthat if it appearsto the Governor-Genera, acting in hisown
deliberatejudgment, that it isproper soto do, hemay by order direct that any
such disquaification shall bedisregarded for the purposesof thissection.

2 For the purposes of paragraph (€) of subsection (1) of this
section-

(@ two or more sentences of imprisonment that arerequired to
be served consecutively shall beregarded as separate
sentencesif none of those sentences exceedstwelve months,
but if any one of such sentencesexceedsthat term they shall
be regarded as one sentence; and

(b) no account shall betaken of asentence of imprisonment
imposed asan dternativeto or in default of the payment of a
fine

64.-(1) Every Senator shall vacate hisseat in the Senate at the next dissolu- Tenure of office
tion of the Nationa Assembly after hisappointment. of Senator.

2 A Senator shall also vacate his seat inthe Senate-

(@ if heisabsent fromthesittingsof the Senatefor such period
and in such circumstancesas may be prescribed inthe
Standing Ordersof the Senate;

(b) if, with hisconsent, heisnominated asacandidatefor
€lection to the House of Representatives;
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(o) if heceasestobeacitizenof Belize;

(d) subject to the provisions of subsection (3) of thissection, if
any circumstancesarisethat, if hewerenot aSenator,
would cause himto bedisqualified for appointment assuch
by virtue of section 63 (1) of thisConstitution;

@) if the Governor-Generd, acting in accordancewith the
adviceof the PrimeMinister in the case of a Senator
appointed in accordance with that advice, or actingin
accordance with the advice of the L eader of the Opposition
inthe case of aSenator appointed in accordance with that
advice, or acting after consultation with the Belize Advisory
Council inthe case of a Senator appointed after such
consultation, declaresthe seat of that Senator to be vacant;
or

) if heshall become aparty to any contract with the Govern-
ment for or on account of thepublic service, or if any firmin
which heisapartner or any company of which heisadirector
or manager shall becomeaparty to any such contract, or if he
shall becomeapartner inafirmor adirector or manager of a
company whichisaparty to any such contract:

Provided that if inthe circumstancesit shall appear tohimto bejust so
to do, the Governor-Genera, acting in hisown deliberatejudgment, may ex-
empt any Senator from vacating hisseat under the provisonsof thisparagraph
if such Senator shal, before becoming aparty to such contract asaforesaid or
before or as soon as practicabl e after becoming otherwiseinterested in such
contract (whether aspartner inafirm or director or manager of acompany),
discloseto the Governor-General the nature of such contract and hisinterest
or theinterest of any such firm or company therein.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000

Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



Belize Constitution [CAP.4 69

(3) (@) If circumstances such asarereferred to in paragraph (d) of
subsection (2) of this section arise because a Senator is under sentence of
death or imprisonment, or adjudged to beinsane or otherwise of unsound mind,
or declared bankrupt and isundischarged, or convicted of an offencerelating
to eections, and it isopen to the Senator to appeal against the decision (either
with the leave of acourt or other authority or without such leave), he shall
forthwith ceaseto perform hisfunctionsasa Senator but, subject to the provi-
sions of this subsection, he shall not vacate his seat until the expiration of a
period of thirty daysthereafter:

Provided that the President of the Senate may fromtimeto timeextend
that period for further periods of thirty daysto enablethe Senator to pursuean
appeal against the decision, so, however, that extensionsof timeexceedingin
the aggregate one hundred and fifty days shall not be given without the ap-
proval, sgnified by resolution, of the Senate.

(b) If, onthe determination of an appeal, such circumstancescon-
tinueto exist and no further appeal isopen to the Senator, or if, by reason of the
expiration of any period for entering an apped or noticethereof or therefusal of
leaveto appeal or for any other reason, it ceasesto be open to the Senator to
appedl, he shdl forthwith vacate hisseat.

(© If at any time beforethe Senator vacates his seat such circum-
stances as aforesaid cease to exist, his seat shall not become vacant on the
expiration of the period referred to in paragraph (a) of this subsection and he
may resumethe performance of hisfunctionsas Senator.

65.-(1) The Governor-General may declare a Senator to be, by reason of  Appointment
illness, temporarily incapableof performing hisfunctionsasaSenator andthere-  Of temporary
upon such Senator shall not perform hissaid functionsuntil heisdedaredby the ~ SeNaors:
Governor-Genera againto be capable of performing them.

2 Whenever aSenator isincgpableof performing hisfunctionsas
aSenator by reason of hisabsencefrom Belizeor by virtue of the provisionsof
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section 64 of this Constitution or by reason of adeclaration made under the
last foregoing subsection, the Governor-General may appoint aperson quali-
fied for appointment asa Senator to be temporarily amember of the Senate.

(3 Subsections(1) and (2) of section 64 of thisCongtitution shall
apply inrelation to aperson appointed asa Senator under thissection asthey
apply inrelation to a Senator appointed under section 61 (except that para-
graph (d) of the said subsection (2) shall apply asif it were not expressed to
be subject to subsection (3) of the said section 64) and an appointment made
under thissection shall in any case ceaseto have effect when the person ap-
pointed isnotified by the Governor-Generd that the circumstancesgivingrise
to hisappointment have ceased to exist.

4 Inthe exercise of the powersconferred onhim by thissection
the Governor-General shall act-

(@ inaccordancewith theadviceof the PrimeMinigterinrelation
to an appointment to betemporarily amember of the Senate
in place of aSenator appointed in pursuance of paragraph (a)
of subsection (2) of section 61 of thisCongtitution;

(b) inaccordancewith the advice of the L eader of the Opposi-
tioninrelation to an appointment to be temporarily a
member of the Senatein place of aSenator appointedin
pursuance of paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of thesaid
section;

(©) after consultation withthe Bdize Advisory Council inany other
case.

President and 66.-(1) When the Senatefirst meets after any general election and beforeit
VicePresident.  hroceedsto the despatch of any other business, it shall elect apersonto be
President of the Senate; and, if the office of President fallsvacant at any time
beforethe next dissol ution of the Nationa Assembly, the Senateshall, assoon
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aspracticable, elect another persontothat office.

2 When the Senatefirst meetsafter any genera eection and be-
foreit proceedsto the despatch of any other businessexcept the el ection of the
President, it shall elect aSenator, whoisnot aMinister, to be Vice-President of
the Senate; and if the office of Vice-President falsvacant at any timebeforethe
next dissolution of the National Assembly, the Senate shall, assoon as practi-
cable, elect another Senator to that office.

3 The President and the Vice-President shall beabovetheage of
thirty yearsand the President may be el ected either from among the Senators
who are not Ministersor from among personswho are not members of either
House:

Provided that aperson who isnot amember of either House shall not
be elected as President if-

(@ heisnot acitizen of Belize; or

(b) heisaperson disqudified for eection asamember of the House
of Representativesby virtueof section’58 (1) of thisConstitu-
tion.

4 A person shdl vacatethe office of President or Vice-President
of the Senate-

(@ inthe case of aPresident el ected from among members of
the Senate or in the case of the Vice-President-

0] if heceasesto beaSenator; or

(i) if heisappointedtobeaMinister;
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(b) inthe case of aPresident el ected from among persons
who are not membersof either House-

(i) upon any dissol ution of theNationa Assembly;

(ii) if heceasestobeacitizen of Belize; or

(iii) if any circumstancesarisewhichwould causehimto
bedisqudified for € ection asamember of theHouse
of Representativesby virtueof section 58 (1) of this
Condtitution;

(©) inthecaseof the Vice-President, if heiselected to be Presi-
dent.

(5) (a) If, by virtue of section 64 (3) of thisConstitution, the President
or theVice-President isrequired to ceaseto perform hisfunctionsasa Sena-
tor heshdl aso ceaseto perform hisfunctionsas President or Vice-President,
asthe case may be, and thosefunctionsshall, until hevacateshisseat inthe
Senate or resumes the performance of the functions of his office, be per-

formed-

@

inthe case of the President, by the Vice-President or,
if theofficeof Vice-President isvacant, by such Sena
tor (not being aMinister) asthe Senatemay elect for
thepurpose;

inthe case of the Vice-President, by such Senator
(not being aMinister) asthe Senate may el ect for the

purpose.

(b) If the President or Vice-President resumesthe performance
of hisfunctionsas Senator, in accordancewith the provisionsof section 64 (3)
of thisConstitution, he shall a so resumethe performance of hisfunctionsas
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President or Vice-President, asthe case may be.

67.-(1) There shall be aClerk to the National Assembly (who shall bethe  Clerksto
Clerk of both Houses) and aDeputy Clerk and such other assigtantsasmay be  Houses of

National
n Y- Assembly.
2 TheNational Assembly may by law regulatetherecruitment ~ 260f 1988.
and the conditions of service of personsreferred toin subsection (1).

Power s and Procedure

68.  Subjecttotheprovisonsof thisConstitution, theNational Assembly ~ Power tomake
may makelawsfor the peace, order and good government of Belize. laws.

69.-(1) The National Assembly may alter any of theprovisionsof this Alteration of
Condtitutioninthe manner specifiedinthefollowing provisionsof thissection.  Constitution.

2 Until after thefirst general €l ection held after Independence
Day aBill todter any of the provisionsof this Congtitution shal not be
regarded as being passed by the National Assembly unlessonitsfina
reading in each HousetheBill issupported by the unanimousvote of al
membersof that House.

3 A Bill to alter thissection, Schedule 2 to this Congtitution or
any of the provisionsof this Congtitution specified inthat Schedule shal not
beregarded asbeing passed by the House of Representativesunlessonits
final reading intheHousethe Bill issupported by the votesof not lessthan
three-quartersof all themembersof the House.

4 A Bill toater any of the provisionsof this Constitution other
than thosereferred toin subsection (3) of thissection shall not beregarded
asbeing passed by the House of Representativesunlessonitsfina reading
intheHousethe Bill issupported by the votes of not |essthan two-thirds of
al themembersof theHouse.
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(5) A Bill todter any of the provisionsof thisCongtitution
referred toin subsection (3) of thissection shall not be submitted to the
Governor-General for hisassent unlessthere hasbeen aninterval of not less
than ninety daysbetween theintroduction of the Bill inthe House of Repre-
sentatives and the beginning of the proceedingsin the House on the second
reading of theBill.

(6) (&) A Bill todter any of the provisionsof thisConstitution shall
not be submitted to the Governor-General for assent unless
itisaccompanied by acertificate of the Speaker signed by
him that the provisionsof subsection (2), (3) or (4) of this
section, asthe case may be, have been complied with.

(b) The certificate of the Speaker under this subsection shall be
conclusivethat the provisionsof subsection (2), (3) or (4) of
this section, asthe case may be, have been complied with
and shall not beenquiredinto by any court of law.

(©) In thissubsection, referencesto the Speaker shall, if the per-
son holding the office of Speaker isfor any reason unableto
performthefunctionsof hisofficeand no other personisper-
forming them, includereferencesto the Deputy Speaker.

(7) In thissection and Schedule 2 to this Congtitution, references
to any of theprovisionsof thisConstitutionincludereferencesto any law that
dtersthat provision.

(8) Inthissection, referencesto atering this Constitution or any
provision thereof includereferences-

(@ torevokingit, with or without re-enactment thereof or the
making of different provisoninlieuthereof;
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(b) tomodifyingit, whether by omitting or amending any of itsprovi
sionsor inserting additiona provisionsinit or otherwise; and

(c) tosuspending itsoperationsfor any period or terminating any such
suspension.

70.-(1) Subjecttothe provisionsof thisConstitution, each House may Regul ation of
make, amend or revoke Standing Ordersfor theregulation and orderly con-  procedurein
duct of its own proceedings and the despatch of business, andthepassing, ~ Nationa
ingtituting and numbering of Billsand the presentation of the sameto the Gov- Assembly, etc.
ernor-Genera for assent.

2 A Minister shall be permitted to addressthe House of which
heisnot amember but shall haveno voteinthat House.

71.-(1) Exceptforthe purposesof enabling thissectionto becompliedwith,  Oath to be taken
no member of either Houseshall sit or votetherein, or beentitledtoreceiveany by membersof
selary or emolumentsin respect of hisofficeuntil hehasmadeand subscribed ~ Nationa

before that House the oath of allegiance and office: Assembly.

Provided that the el ection of a Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the
Houseof Representativesand the election of aPresident and Vice-President
of the Senate may take place beforethe members of the House of Representa-
tives or of the Senate, as the case may be, have made and subscribed such
oath.

2 If between thetime when aperson becomesamember of the
House of Representativesand thetimewhen that House first meetstheresfter,
amesting takesplace of any committee of that House of whichthat personisa
member, that person may, in order to enablehimto attend the meeting and take
part in the proceedings of the committee, make and subscribethe oath before
the Speaker or, if the Speaker isabsent from Belize or the office of Speaker is
vacant, beforethe Deputy Speaker; and the making and subscribing of the oath
insuch manner shal sufficefor all the purposesof thissection.
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(3) The provisionsof subsection (2) of thissection shall gpply in
relation to a person who becomesamember of the Senate asthey apply in
relation to aperson who becomesamember of theHouse of Representatives
but asif referencesto the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker werereferences
to the President and the Vice-President.

Presidingin 72.-(1) The Speaker, or in hisabsence, the Deputy Speaker, or, if they are
Houseof Repre-  poth absent, amember of the House of Representatives (not being aMinister)
inmaat“e"% and elected by theHousefor that sitting shall preside at each sitting of the House.
2 The President, or in hisabsence, the Vice-President, o, if
they are both absent, aSenator (not being aMinister) elected by the Senate

for that Sitting shall preside at each sitting of the Senate.

(3) References in this section to circumstances in which the
Speaker, Deputy Speaker, President or Vice-President isabsent include ref-
erencesto circumstancesin which the office of Speaker, Deputy Speaker,
President or Vice-President isvacant.

Voting. 73.-(1) Saveasotherwise provided in this Constitution, al questions pro-
posed for decisionin either House shall be determined by amajority of the
votes of the membersthereof present and voting.

2 A Speaker elected from among personswho are members of
the House of Representativesor a President el ected from among persons
who are Senators or amember of either House presiding in that House shall
haveaorigina but not acasting vote.

(3 A Speaker elected from among personswho are not mem-
bers of the House of Representatives or aPresident elected from among
personswho are not Senators shall have no vote.
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4 If upon any question beforeeither Housethevotesof themem-
bersareequaly divided themotion shall belogt.

74. Without prejudiceto any provision madeby the National Assembly  Freedom of
relating to the powers, privilegesand immunitiesof the Senateor theHouse ~ speech.

of Representativesand the committeesthereof, or the privilegesand immuni-

tiesof the membersand officers of either House and of other persons con-

cerned inthebusinessof either House or the committeesthereof, no civil or

crimina proceedingsmay beinstituted against any member of either House

for words spoken before, or writtenin areport to, either House or acommit-

tee thereof or by reason of any matter or thing brought by him therein by

petition, Bill, resol ution, motion or otherwise.

75. A Housesnall not bedisqualified for thetransaction of businessby  yigity of
reason of any vacancy inthe membership thereof (including any vacancy not  proceedings.
filled when the Houseisfirst congtituted or isreconstituted at any time) and

any proceedingstherein shal bevalid notwithstanding that some person who

was not entitled so to do sat and voted in the House or otherwisetook partin

the proceedings.

76.-(1) If at any sitting of either House any member of the Housewhois  Quorum.
present drawsthe attention of the person presiding at the sitting to the ab-

senceof aquorum and, after such interval asmay be prescribedinthe Stand-

ing Ordersof the House, the person presiding at the sitting ascertainsthat a

quorum of the Houseisstill not present, the House shall be adjourned.

2 For the purposesof thissection-

(@ aquorum of theHouse of Representativesshall consist of
seven membersof theHouse;
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(b) aquorum of the Senate shall consist of three Senators;

(©) the person presiding at the sitting of either House shall not
beincluded in reckoning whether thereisaquorum of that
House present.

Introduction of 77.-(1) A Bill otherthanamoney Bill may beintroduced in either House.
Bills, etc. A money Bill shall not beintroduced in the Senate.

2 Except on the recommendation or with the consent of the
Cabinet, Sgnified by aMinister, neither House shall-

(@ proceed with any Bill (including any amendment to aBill)
which, in the opinion of the person presiding, makes provi-
sionfor any of thefollowing purposes-

(i) for imposing or increasing or reducing or abolishing
any tax;

(ii) for imposing or increasing any chargeontherev-
enuesor other fundsof Belizeor for atering any
such charge otherwise than by reducingit; or

(i)  forcompounding or remitting any debt dueto Belize,
(b) proceed upon any motion (including any amendment toamo-

tion) the effect of which, inthe opinion of the person presid-
ing, would beto make provisionfor any of the purposesafore-

said; or
(©) receive any petition which, in the opinion of the person pre-
siding, requeststhat provision be madefor any of the pur-
poses aforesaid.
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78.-(1) If amoney Bill, having been passed by the House of Representatives ~ Restriction on
and sent to the Senate at |east one month beforetheend of thesession, isnot ~ Powers of
passed by the Senate without amendment within one month after it issent to Z?r?;;lgﬁlts?
that House, the Bill shall, unlessthe House of Representativesotherwisere-

solves, be presented to the Governor-General for assent notwithstanding that

the Senate has not consented to the Bill.

2 Thereshall beendorsed on every money Bill whenitissent to
the Senate the certificate of the Speaker signed by himthat itisamoney Bill;
and there shall be endorsed on any money Bill that is presented to the Gover-
nor-General for assent in pursuance of subsection (1) of thissection the certifi-
cate of the Speaker signed by himthat it isamoney Bill and that the provisions
of that subsection have been complied with.

79.-(2) If any Bill other thanamoney Bill ispassed by theHouse of Represen-  Restriction on
tativesin two successive sessions (Whether or not the National Assembly is — powers of

di ssolved between those sessions) and, having been sent to the Senatein each 2?”?;@ tfhan
of those sessionsat | east one month before the end of the session, isrgjected by money Bills
the Senatein each of those sessions, that Bill shall, onitsrejection for the sec-

ond time by the Senate, unlessthe House of Representatives otherwisere-

solves, be presented to the Governor-General for assent notwithstanding that

the Senate has not consented to the Bill:

Provided that theforegoing provisionsof thissubsection shall not have
effect unlessat least Sx monthshave e apsed between thedate onwhich theBill
ispassed by the House of Representativesin thefirst session and thedate on
whichitispassed by the Housein the second session.

2 For the purposesof thissection aBill that is sent to the Senate
from the House of Representativesin any session shall be deemed to bethe
sameBill asaformer Bill sent to the Senatein the preceding sessioniif, whenit
issent to the Senate, it isidentical with theformer Bill or containsonly such
amendmentsasare certified by the Speaker to be necessary owing to thetime
that has elapsed since the date of theformer Bill or to represent any amend-
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mentswhich have been made by the Senateintheformer Bill inthe preceding
Sesson.

3 TheHouseof Representativesmay, if it thinksfit, onthe pas-
sagethroughthat House of aBill that isdeemed to bethesameBill asaformer
Bill sent to the Senatein the preceding session, suggest any amendmentswith-
out inserting theamendmentsintheBill, andif agreed to by the Senatethe said
amendments shall betreated asamendments made by the Senate and agreed
to by the House of Representatives; but the exercise of this power by the
House of Representatives shall not affect the operation of thissectioninthe
event of therg ection of theBill inthe Senate.

4 Thereshdl beinsertedinany Bill that is presented to the Gov-
ernor-Generd for assent in pursuance of thissection any amendmentsthat are
certified by the Speaker to have been madein the Bill by the Senateinthe
second session and agreed to by the House of Representatives.

5) Thereshall be endorsed on any Bill that is presented to the
Governor-Genera for assent in pursuance of thissection the certificate of the
Speaker signed by him that the provisions of thissection have been complied
with.

Provisions 80.-(1) Insections 77, 78 and 79 of this Congtitution, “money Bill” meansa
relating to publicBill, which, in the opinion of the Speaker, containsonly provisionsdedl -
sections 77,78 ingwith all or any of thefollowing matters, namely, theimposition, repeal,
and79. remission, ateration or regulation of taxation; theimpaosition, for the payment
of debt or other financial purposes, of chargeson public money, or thevaria-
tion or repeal of any such charges; the grant of money to the Crown or to any
authority or person, or the variation or revocation of any such grant; the ap-
propriation, receipt, custody, investment, issue or audit of accountsof public
money; theraising or guarantee of any loan or the repayment thereof, or the
establishment, alteration, administration or abolition of any sinking fund pro-
vided in connection with any such loan; or subordinate mattersincidental to
any of themattersaforesaid; and in this subsectiontheexpressions“taxation”,
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“debt”, “ public money” and“loan” do not include any taxationimposed, debt
incurred or money provided or loan raised by any local authority or body for
local purposes.

2 For the purposes of section 79 of thisConstitutionaBill shall
be deemed to bergjected by the Senateif-

@ itisnot passed by the Senate without amendment; or

(b) it ispassed by the Senate with any amendment whichisnot
agreed to by the House of Representatives.

(3 Whenever the officeof Speaker isvacant or the Speaker is
for any reason unableto perform any functionsconferred on him by section 78
or 79 of thisConstitution or subsection (1) of thissection, that function may be
performed by the Deputy Speaker.

4 A certificate of the Speaker or the Deputy Speaker under sec-
tion 78 or 79 of this Congtitution shall be conclusivefor all purposesand shall
not be questioned in any court of law.

(5) Beforegiving any certificate under section 78 or 79 of thisCon-
stitution the Speaker or the Deputy Speaker, asthe case may be, shall consult
the Attorney-General or, if the Attorney-General isabsent from the seat of
Government, such member of the Attorney-Genera’ s staff asthe Attorney-
Genera may designatefor that purpose.

81.-(1) The power of the National Assembly to makelawsshall beexercised  Mode of

by Bills passed by the Senate and the House of Representatives(orinthecases ~ exerciseof
mentioned in sections 78 and 79 of this Constitution by the House of Repre-  !edisiative power
sentatives) and assented to by the Governor-General .

2 When aBill issubmitted to the Governor-General for assentin
accordancewith the provisions of this Congtitution he shall signify that heas-
sentsor that hewithhol ds assent thereto.
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(3) When the Governor-General assentsto aBill that has been
submitted to himin accordancewith the provisionsof thisCongtitution the Bl
shall becomelaw and the Governor-General shall thereupon causeit to be
published inthe Gazette aslaw.

4 No law made by the National Assembly shall comeinto op-
eration until it hasbeen assented to by the Governor-General but the National
Assembly may postponethe coming into operation of any such law and may
make lawswith retrospective effect.

(5) All lawsmade by the National Assembly shall bestyled

“Acts’.
Words of 82.-(1) Inevery Bill presented to the Governor-General for assent, other
enactment. than aBill presented under section 78 or 79 of this Congtitution, thewords

of enactment shall beasfollows:-

“Beit enacted, by and with the advice and consent of the House of
Representativesand the Senate of Belize and by theauthority of the
same, asfollows:-”

2 In every Bill presented to the Governor-General for assent
under section 78 or 79 of this Condtitution, thewordsof enactment shall beas
follows-

“Beit enacted, by and with the advice and consent of the House of
Representativesof Belizein accordancewith the provisonsof section
78 (or section 79, asthe case may be) of the Constitution and by the
authority of thesame, asfollows.-”

(3 Any alteration of thewords of enactment of aBill madein
consequenceof the provisonsof the preceding subsection shal not be deemed
to bean amendment of theBill.
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83.-(1) Thereshall beasession of theNationa Assembly at least onceinevery  Sessions of
year, and each session shall be held at such placewithin Beizeand shall begin ~ Legisiature, etc.
at such time (not being later than six monthsfrom the end of the preceding

sessionif the National Assembly hasbeen prorogued or four monthsfrom the

end of thesession if theNational Assembly has been dissolved) asthe Gover-

nor-Genera shall appoint by proclamation published inthe Gazette.

2 Subject to the provisions of subsection (1) of thissection, the
sittingsof each House shall be held at suchtime and place asthat House may,
by its Standing Ordersor otherwise, determine:

Provided that thefirst sitting of each House after the National Assem-
bly hasat any time been prorogued or dissolved shal begin at the sametime.

84.-(1) The Governor-General may at any timeprorogueor dissolvetheNa  Prorogation
tional Assembly. and dissolution
of Legidature.
2 Subject to the provisionsof subsection (3) of thissectionthe
National Assembly, unlesssooner dissolved, shal continuefor fiveyears
fromthedate of thefirst Sitting of the House of Representativesafter any
dissolution and shd|l then stand dissol ved.

3 At any timewhen Bdizeisat war, theNationa Assembly may
by law extend theperiod of fiveyearsspecifiedin subsection (2) of thissection
for not morethan twelvemonthsat atime;

Provided that thelife of the National Assembly shall not be extended
under thissubsection for morethantwo years.

4 Inthe exerciseof hispowersto dissolvethe National Assem-
bly, the Governor-Genera shall act in accordance with theadvice of the Prime
Minigter:
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Provided that-

(@ if the Prime Minister advisesadissol ution and the Governor-
Generd, actingin hisown deliberatejudgment, considersthat
thegovernment of Belize can be carried on without adissolu-
tion and that a dissolution would not be in the interests of
Belize, hemay, acting in hisown deliberatejudgment, refuse
to dissolvetheNational Assembly;

(b) if aresolution of no confidencein the Government is passed
by the House of Representativesand the PrimeMinister does
not within seven dayseither resign or advise adissolution, the
Governor-Generd, actingin hisown ddliberatejudgment, may
dissolvetheNational Assembly; and

(©) if theofficeof the PrimeMinister isvacant and the Governor-
Generd, actingin hisown deliberatejudgment, considersthat
thereisno prospect of hisbeing ablewithin areasonabletime
to makean appointment to that office, the Governor-General
shdll dissolvetheNational Assembly.

(5 If, between adissolution of the National Assembly andthe
next ensuing genera el ection of membersof the House of Representatives, an
emergency arisesof such anaturethat, intheopinion of the PrimeMinigter, it
isnecessary for thetwo housesor either of them to be summoned beforethat
general election can be held, the Governor-General may, by proclamation
published in the Gazette, summon thetwo Houses of the preceding National
Assembly and that Nationa Assembly shall thereupon be deemed (except for
the purposes of section 85 of this Congtitution) not to have been dissolved but
shall be deemed (except as aforesaid) to be dissolved on the date on which
thepollsareheldin the next ensuing generd eection.

(6) During the period between thedissolution of theNationd As-
sembly and the appointment of aPrime Minister after agenera election, the
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government of Belize shall continueto beadministered by the Prime Minister
and the other Ministersand Deputy Ministers of the Government.

85.-(1) A genera dection of membersof theHouse of Representativesshal be  Genera

held at such timewithin three months after every dissolution of theNational ~ elections and
Assembly asthe Governor-General, acting in accordance with the advice of g‘;ﬂg‘tgtrr:em of
thePrimeMinister, shal appoint. '

2 Assoon aspracticableafter every genera dection, the Gover-
nor-Genera shall proceed under section 61 of this Constitution to the appoint-
ment of Senators.

3 Wherethe seat of amember of the House of Representatives
or aSenator fallsvacant otherwise than by reason of adissolution of the
Nationa Assembly-

(@ if thevacant seat isthat of amember of the House, aby-€elec-
tionshall beheld; or

(b) if thevacant seat isthat of a Senator, an appointment shall be
made,

tofill the vacancy withinthree monthsof the occurrence of thevacancy unless
the National Assembly issooner dissolved.

86.-(1) Any question whether- Determination
of questions as

to membership

(@ any person hasbeen vaidly el ected asamember of the House

. . . of National
of Representativesor validly appointed asa Senator; Assembly.
(b)  any member of the House of Representatives or Senator has
vacated hisseat or isrequired, under the provisionsof section
59 (3) or section 64 (3) of thisConstitution, to ceaseto exer-
ciseany of hisfunctionsasamember of the House of Repre-
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Unqualified
person sitting or
voting.

sentatives or asa Senator; or

()  any personhasbeenvalidly elected as Speaker of the House
of Representativesor President of the Senate from among
personswho are not members of the House of Representa-
tivesor Senators, or, having been so elected, hasvacated the
office of Speaker or of President,

shall be determined by the Supreme Court in accordance with the provisions
of any law.

2 Proceedingsfor the determination of any question referred to
inthe preceding subsection shall not beinstituted except with theleave of a
justiceof the Supreme Court.

(3 No appeal shall liefrom the decision of ajustice of the Su-
preme Court granting or refusing leaveto ingtitute proceedingsin accordance
with the preceding subsection.

87.  Any personwho sitsor votesin either House knowing or having rea-
sonable causefor knowing that heisnot entitled to do so shall beliabletoa
penaty not exceeding onehundred dollarsfor every day uponwhichhesosits
or votesin that House, which penalty shall be recoverable by actioninthe
Supreme Court at the suit of the Attorney-General.

Electionsand 83.-(1) Thereshal be an Electionsand Boundaries Commiss onwhich shall
Boundaries consist of aChairman and four other memberswho shall be personsof integ-
Commission. rity and high national standing.
26 of 1988.
2 The chairman and two other members of the Electionsand
Boundaries Commission shal be appointed by the Governor-Generd, acting
inaccordance with the advice of the Prime Minister given after consultation
with the L eader of the Opposition, and the remaining two membersshall be
appointed by the Governor-General, acting in accordance with the advice of
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the Prime Minister given with the concurrence of the L eader of the Opposition:

Provided that in the process of consultation with the Leader of the
Opposition for the appointment of the Chairman, the PrimeMinister shal use
hisbest endeavoursto secure the agreement of the L eader of the Opposition.

(3 No person shall be qualified to be appointed asamember of
the Commissionif heisamember of theNational Assembly or if heholdsoris
actinginany publicoffice.

4 If any member of the Commission diesor resigns, the Gover-
nor-General shall appoint another personin hisplacein the samemanner in
which such member was appointed.

5) Subject to the provisionsof thissection, the office of amember
of the Commission shall becomevacant-

(@ at theexpiration of fiveyearsfromthe date of hisappointment;
or

(b) if any circumstancesarisethat, if hewere not amember of the
Commission, would cause him to bedisqualified for appoint-
ment assuch.

(6) A member of the Commission may be removed from office
only for inability to perform thefunctions of hisoffice (whether arising from
infirmity of mind or body or from any other cause) or for misbehavior, and shdl
not be so removed except in accordance with the provisions of thissection.

(7 A member of the Commission shall beremoved from officeby
the Governor-Generd if the question of theremoval of that member from office
has been referred to the Belize Advisory Council in accordancewith the next
following subsection and the Belize Advisory Council hasadvised the Gover-
nor-Genera that member ought to beremoved from officefor inability asafore-
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said or for mishehavior.

(8) If the Prime Minister representsto the Governor-General
that the question of removing amember of the Commission under thissection
ought to beinvestigated, then-

(@ the Governor-Generd shall refer the matter tothe Belize Ad-
visory Council which shal st asatribunal inthe manner pro-
vided in section 54 of thisConstitution; and

(b) theBeize Advisory Council shal enquireinto the matter and
report on the factsthereof to the Governor-General and
advisethe Governor-Genera whether that member of the
Commission should beremoved under thissection.

9 If thequestion of removing amember of the Commissionfrom
office hasbeen referred to the Belize Advisory Council under the preceding
subsection, the Governor-General may suspend themember from performing
thefunctions of hisoffice, and any such suspension may at any timebere-
voked by the Governor-General and shall inany case ceaseto have effect if
the Belize Advisory Council advisesthe Governor-Genera that the member
should not beremoved from office.

(10)  If theoffice of amember of the Commissionisvacant or a
member isfor any reason unableto perform thefunctionsof hisoffice, the
Governor-General may appoint another personin the samemanner inwhich
such member was appointed, to act asamember of the Commission, and any
person so appointed shall, subject to the provisions of subsections (6), (7),
(8) and (9) of thissection, continueto act until heisnotified by the Governor-
Generd that the circumstances giving rise to the appointment have ceased to
exis.

(11) A member of the Commissionshall not enter upon theduties
of hisoffice unless he hastaken and subscribed the oath of allegiance and
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office

(12) TheCommission may regulateitsown procedure and, with
the approval of the Governor-General givenin accordance with the advice
of the Prime Minister, confer powers or impose duties on any public officer
or authority of the Government for the purpose of the discharge of itsfunc-
tions.

(13) TheCommission shall beresponsiblefor thedirection and su-
pervision of theregistration of votersand the conduct of elections, referenda
and all matters connected therewith.

(14) Intheexerciseof itsfunctions, the Commission shall not be
subject to thedirection or control of any other person or authority and shall,
subject tothe provisionsof thisConstitution, actinaccordancewiththeRepre-  capg
sentation of the People Act or any other law, ruleor regulation relating to elec-
tions.

89.-(1) For the purposes of the election of membersof theHouse of Repre-  Electora
sentatives, Belizeshall bedivided into eighteen electora divisions, thenames  divisions.
and boundariesof which are set out in Schedul e 1 to the Representation of the ézf ;%78'
PeopleAct. o

2 Each electoral division shall be represented in the House of
Representatives by one el ected member.

90.-(1) The Electionsand BoundariesCommission shall, after consideringthe  Increase of
distribution of the popul ation throughout Belize, makeproposalsfromtimeto ~ &ectora

. - .. ... . divisions.
timefor dividing Belizeinto dectora divisionsinsuch away that- 26.0f 1988,
(@ eacheectoral divisionshall haveasnearly asmay bean equal
number of personseligibletovote;
(b) thetotal number of electoral divisionsshall benot lessthan
THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000

Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



90

CAP. 4] Belize Constitution

twenty-eight.

2 Infixing theboundariesof eectora divisionsthe Commisson
shall haveregardtothetransport and other facilitiesof thedivision, andtoits
physical features.

(3) The proposal s of the Commission made pursuant to this sec-
tion shal belaid beforethe National Assembly by the Chairman of the Com-
mission, and the e ectoral divisions specified inthose proposalsshall bethe
electord divisonsof Belizefor the purposesof any law for thetimebeingin
forcerelating to the el ection of members of the House of Representatives
when, and shall not be such electoral divisionsuntil, enacted aslaw by the
National Assembly.

4 When the El ectionsand Boundaries Commission considersit
necessary toincreasethe number of eectoral divisionsasspecifiedin subsec-
tion (1), it shall make proposal sto the National Assembly, and the National
Assembly may enact alaw to giveeffect to such proposals, with such amend-
mentsand modificationsasmay seem appropriateto the National Assembly.

Redivision of 91.  Anyredivisonof eectora divisonseffectedin accordancewith sec-
electoral divi- tion 90 of this Constitution shall, in respect of the el ection of membersof the
SIons. House of Representatives, comeinto operation at the next general
election held after suchredivisonand not earlier.
Conduct of 92.  Atanygenerd eection-
voting.
26 0f 1988. @ every citizen of Bdizeor acitizen of any Commonwedth
Country who has attai ned the age of eighteen yearsand who
20f 1978. sati sfiesthe requirements of the Representation of the People
CAP.9. Act shall havetherighttovote;
(b)  nopersonshall beentitled to morethan onevote; and
(c) votesshall becast inasecret balot.
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THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

93. Subject to the provisions of sections88to0 92 inclusive of thisConsti-
tution, the provisions of the Representation of the People Act shall apply to
thefranchise, registration of voters, theadministration of theelectoral system,
offencesrelating to theelectora system, the conduct of el ections, and all
matters connected therewith.

PART VII

TheJudiciary

94.  Thereshall befor BelizeaSupreme Court of Judicature and Court of
Appedl.

95.-(1) The Supreme Court shall have unlimited original jurisdiction to hear
and determineany civil or criminal proceedingsunder any law and suchjuris-
diction and powersasmay be conferred onit by thisCongtitution or any other
law.

2 Thejustices of the Supreme Court shall bethe Chief Justice
and such number of other justicesas may from timeto time be prescribed by
theNational Assembly:

Provided that the office of ajustice shall not be abolished whilethereis
asubstantive holder thereof.

3 The Supreme Court shall be asuperior court of record and,
save as otherwise provided by any law, shall have all the powers of such a
court.

4 The Supreme Court shall Sit in such placesasthe Chief Justice
may appoint.

96.-(1) Subject tothe provisionsof sections 33 (2), 34 (4), 54 (15), 69 (6), 80
(4) and 123 (3) of this Congtitution, whereany question asto theinterpretation
of thisCongtitution arisesin any court of law established for Belize (other than
the Court of Appeal, the Supreme Court or acourt martial) and the court isof
the opinion that the question involvesasubstantial question of law, the court
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shall refer the question to the Supreme Court.

(2 Whereany questionisreferred to the Supreme Court in pur-
suance of this section, the Supreme Court shall giveitsdecision upon the
guestion and the court in which the question arose shall dispose of thecasein
accordancewith that decision or, if thedecision isthe subject of an appeal to
the Court of Appeal or Her Mg esty in Council, in accordance with the deci-
sion of the Court of Appeal or, asthe case may be, Her Majesty in Council.

Appointment of 97.-(1) TheChief Justiceshall be appointed by the Governor-Generd, acting
Justices of in accordance with the advice of the Prime Minister given after consultation
Supreme Court. with the Leader of the Opposition.

2 Justices of the Supreme Court other than the Chief Justice
shall be appointed by the Governor-General, acting in accordance with the
adviceof the Judicid and Legal Services Section of the Public ServicesCom-
mission and with the concurrence of the PrimeMinister given after consulta:
tionwiththe Leader of the Opposition.

©)] A person shall not be qualified to be appointed asajustice of
the Supreme Court unless-

(@ heisqualifiedto practiseasan attorney-at-law inacourtin
Belize or asan advocatein acourt in any other part of the
Commonwealth having unlimitedjurisdictioneitherincivil or
criminal causesor matters; and

(b) hehasbeen quaified for not lessthanfiveyearssoto practise
insuchacourt.

4 If theofficeof Chief Justiceisvacant or the Chief Justiceis
for any reason including hisabsencefrom Belize unableto exercisethefunc-
tionsof hisoffice, then, until aperson has been appointed to and hasassumed
thefunctionsof that officeor until the person holding that office hasresumed
those functions, asthe case may be, they shall be exercised by the justice
other than the Chief Justice, or if there be morethan onethen by such one of
thejusticesasmay for thetime being bedesignated inthat behalf by the Gov-
ernor-General, acting in the manner prescribed in subsection (1) of thissec-
tion.
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5) If the officeof any justice other than the Chief Justiceisvacant
or if any suchjusticeisappointed to act as Chief Justice or isfor any reason
unableto performthefunctionsof hisofficeor if the Chief Justiceadvisesthe
Governor-Genera that the state of businessin the Supreme Court so requires,
the Governor-Genera, acting in the manner prescribed in subsection (2) of this
section, may appoint aperson who isqualified to be appointed asajustice of
the Supreme Court to act asajustice of that court:

Provided that aperson may act asajustice notwithstanding that he has
atained the age of sixty-twoyears.

(6) Any person appointed under subsection (5) of thissectionto
act asajustice shall, subject to the provisions of subsections (4) and (6) of
section 98 of thisConstitution, continueto act for the period of his appointment
or, if nosuch periodisspecified, until hisappointment isrevoked by the Gover-
nor-Generd:

Provided that, notwithstanding the expiration of the period of hisap-
pointment or therevocation of hisappointment, he may thereafter continueto
act asajusticefor solong asmay be necessary to enable him to deliver judg-
ment or to do any other thing in relation to proceedingsthat were commenced
beforehim previoudy thereto.

98.-(1) Subject tothefollowing provisionsof thissection, ajusticeof theSu-  Tenureof office

preme Court shall hold officeuntil he attainsthe age of Sixty-two years: of Justices of
Supreme Court.
Provided that- 260f 1988.

@ hemay at any timeresign hisoffice; and
(b) the Governor-General-

0] inthe case of the Chief Justice, acting in accordance
with the adviceof the PrimeMinister given after con-
sultation with the L eader of the Opposition; and

(i) in the case of a Justice of the Supreme Court other
than the Chief Justice, acting in accordancewith the
adviceof the Judicial and L egal Services Section of
the Public Services Commission and with the concur-
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rence of the Prime Minister given after consultation
with the Leader of the Opposition,

may permit aJustice who attainsthe age of sixty-two yearsto continuein
officeuntil he hasattained any later age not exceeding seventy years.

2 Notwithstanding that he has attained the age at which heis
required by or under this section to vacate his office, aperson holding the
officeof ajusticeof the Supreme Court may continuein officefor solong after
attaining that age asmay be necessary to enable himto deliver judgment or to
do any other thing in relation to proceedingsthat were commenced beforehim
before he attained that age.

3 A justiceof the Supreme Court may beremoved from office
only for inability to perform thefunctionsof hisoffice (whether arisng from
infirmity of body or mind or from any other cause) or for misbehavior, and
shall not be so removed except in accordancewith the provisions of thissec-
tion.

4 A judtice of the Supreme Court shal beremoved from office
by the Governor-General if the question of theremoval of that justicefrom
office hasbeenreferred to the Belize Advisory Council in accordancewith the
next following subsection and the Belize Advisory Council hasadvised the
Governor-Generd that justice ought to beremoved from officefor inability as
aforesaid or for misbehaviour.

(5 If the Governor-General considersthat the question of re-
moving ajusticeof the Supreme Court from officefor inability asaforesaid or
for misbehaviour ought to beinvestigated, then-

(@ the Governor-Genera shall refer the matter tothe Belize
Advisory Council which shdl st asatribuna inthe manner
provided in section 54 of thisCondtitution; and

(b) theBdize Advisory Council shdl enquireinto the matter and
report on the factsthereof to the Governor-Genera and ad-
visethe Governor-Genera whether that justice should bere-
moved under thissection.
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(6) If the question of removing ajustice of the Supreme Court from
office hasbeen referred to the Belize Advisory Council under the preceding
subsection, the Governor-General may suspend thejusticefrom performing the
functionsof hisoffice, and any such suspension may at any timeberevoked by
the Governor-General and shall in any case ceaseto haveeffect if the Belize
Advisory Council advisesthe Governor-Generd that thejustice should not be
removed from office.

(7) Except as otherwise provided in this section, the functions of
the Governor-Genera under thissection shall beexercised by himin hisown
deliberatejudgment.

99.  Ajusticeof the Supreme Court shall not enter uponthedutiesof his  Oath to be

office unlesshe hastaken and subscribed the oath of alegianceand office. taken by
Justices of
Supreme Court.

100.-(2) The Court of Apped shall havesuchjurisdictionand powers  Appeals to

to hear and determineappedlsincivil and crimind mattersasmay beconferred  Courts of

onit by thisConstitution or any other law. Appeal.

2 The Judges of the Court of Appeal (hereinafter referredtoas
“Justicesof Appeal”) shal beaPresident and such number of other
Justicesasmay be prescribed by the National Assembly:

Provided that the office of Justice of Appeal shall not be abolished
whilethereisasubstantive holder of that office.

3 The Court of Appeal shall beasuperior court of record and,
save as otherwise provided by any law, shall have all the powers of such a
court.

4 The Court of Appeal shall sitin such placesasthe President
may appoint.

101.-(2) TheJusticesof Appeal shall be appointed by the Governor-General,  Appointment of
actinginaccordancewith theadviceof thePrimeMinister given after consulta:  Justices of

tion with the L eader of the Opposition, for such period asmay bespecifiedin ~ Appeal.
theinstrument of appointment.

2 A person shall not be qualified to be appointed as a Justi ce of
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Appedl unlesseither-

(@ he holdsor hasheld office asjudge of acourt having un-
limitedjurisdictionincivil and crimind mattersin some part of
the Commonwedth or acourt havingjurisdictionin appeals
from any such court; or

(b) heisqualifiedto practiseasan attorney-at-law inacourtin
Belize or asan advocatein acourt in any other part of the
Commonwealth having unlimitedjurisdictionineither civil or
criminal causesor mattersand hasbeen so qualified for not
lessthanfifteenyears.

3 Any power exercisableby asingle Justice of Appea may, at
any timewhen thereisno such Justice present in Belize and ableto perform
thefunctionsof hisoffice, beexercised by ajustice of the Supreme Court asif
that justicewereaJustice of Apped.

4 If the office of the President isvacant or heisfor any reason
unableto perform thefunctionsof hisoffice, then until some other person has
been appointed to or has been appointed to act in, and has assumed thefunc-
tionsof that office, or until the President hasresumed those functions, asthe
case may be, those functions shall be performed by such one of the other
Justices of Appeal asthe Governor-General, acting in accordance with the
advice of the Prime Minister given after consultation with the Leader of the
Opposition, may appoint for that purpose.

(5 If theoffice of aJustice of Apped other than the President is
vacant, or if any such Justiceisappointed to act asthe President, or isfor any
reason unableto perform thefunctionsof hisoffice, the Governor-General,
acting inaccordancewith the advice of the Prime Mini ster given after consul-
tation with the Leader of the Opposition, may appoint aperson possessing
suchlegd qualificationsand experienceashe, after consultationwith the Pres-
dent, may deem appropriateto betemporarily aJustice of Appeal.

(6) Any person appointed under subsection (5) of thissectionto
betemporarily aJustice of Appeal shall hold office until hisappointment is
revoked by the Governor-General.
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102.-(1) Subject to thefollowing provisionsof thissection, theofficeof adus-  Tenureof office
tice of Appeal shall become vacant upon the expiration of theperiod of his  of Justices of
appointment to that officeor if heresignshisoffice. Appesl.

2 A Justice of Appeal may beremoved from officeonly for in-
ability to dischargethefunctionsof hisoffice (whether arising frominfirmity of
body or mind or any other cause) or for misbehaviour, and shall not be so
removed except in accordance with the provisionsof thissection.

3 A Justiceof Appeal shal beremoved from office by the Gov-
ernor-General if the question of theremoval of that Justicefrom office has
been referred to the Belize Advisory Council in accordance with the next fol -
lowing subsection and the Belize Advisory Council hasadvised the Governor-
Genera that Justice ought to beremoved from officefor inability asaforesaid
or for misbehaviour.

4 If the Governor-General considersthat the question of re-  260f 1988.
moving a Justice of Appeal from office for inability as aforesaid or for
misbehaviour ought to beinvestigated, then-

(@ the Governor-General shdll refer the matter tothe Belize
Advisory Council which shdl sit asatribunad inthemanner
provided in section 54 of thisConstitution; and

(b) TheBélize Advisory Council shall enquireinto the matter and
report on thefactsthereof to the Governor-General and ad-
visethe Governor-General whether that Justice should be
removed under thissection.

5) If the question of removing aJdustice of Apped from officehas
been referred to the Belize Advisory Council under the preceding subsection,
the Governor-General may suspend the Justicefrom performing thefunctions
of hisoffice, and any such suspension may at any time be revoked by the
Governor-Generd and shdl in any case ceaseto haveeffect if the Belize Advi-
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sory Council advisesthe Governor-General that the Justice should not be
removed from office.

(6) Except asprovided in subsection (3) of thissection, thefunc-
tionsof the Governor-Genera under thissection shall beexercised by himin
hisown ddliberatejudgment.

Oathtobetaken ~ 103. A Justiceof Appeal shall not enter uponthedutiesof hisofficeunless

zy Jl;:ices of he hastaken and subscribed the oath of allegiance and office.
ppeal.
Appealsto Her 104.-(1) An appeal shall liefrom decisions of the Court of Appeal to Her
?:/'ai%t_)llin Magjesty in Council asof right in thefollowing cases-
Ouncil.

(@ find decisonsinany civil, crimind, or other proceedings
whichinvolveaquestion asto theinterpretation of thisCon-
ditution; and

(b) such other casesasmay be prescribed by the National
Assembly.

2 An appeal shall liefrom decisionsof the Court of Appeal to
Her Mg esty in Council withtheleave of the Court of Apped inthefollowing
cases-

(@ decisonsinany civil proceedingswhereintheopinion of
the Court of Apped thequestioninvolved intheapped isone
which by reason of itsgenera or publicimportanceor other-
wise ought to be submitted to Her Mgjesty in Council; and

(b) such other casesasmay be prescribed by the National
Assembly.

(3 An apped shdl lieto Her Mg esty in Council withthe special
leave of Her Mgjesty from any decision of the Court of Appeal inany civil,
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criminal or other matter.
PART VIII
The Public Service

105.-(1) Thereshall befor BelizeaPublic ServicesCommissionwhichshall  Public Services
consist of aChairman and eighteen other memberswho shall includeasex ~Commission.
officio membersthe Chief Justice, the Solicitor General, the Permanent Secre- 2601 1988.
tary, Establishment, the Permanent Secretary tothe Ministry of Home Affairs,

the Permanent Secretary to the Ministry of Defence, the Permanent Secretary

totheMinistry for thetimebeing responsiblefor the Prison Service, the Super-

intendent of Prisons, the Commissioner of Police, the Director, Security and

Intelligence Service and the Commandant of the Belize Defence Force.

2 The Chairman and other members of the Commission, other
than the ex officio members, shall be appointed by the Governor-General,
actingin accordance with the advice of the PrimeMinister given after consulta:
tion with the L eader of the Opposition.

3 No person shall be qualified to be appointed asamember of
the Commissionif heisamember of theNational Assembly or, savein respect
of the ex officio members, if heholdsor isactinginany public office.

4 Savein respect of the ex officio members, aperson shal not,
whileheholdsor isactingin the office of amember of the Commission or within
aperiod of two yearscommencing from thedate on which helast held or acted
inthat office, bedigiblefor appointment to any public office.

5) Subject to the provisionsof thissection, the office of amember
of the Commission shall becomevacant-

(@ attheexpiration of threeyearsfrom thedate of hisappoint-
ment or such earlier time, being not lessthan two years, as
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maly be specified in theinstrument by which hewas ap-
pointed; or

(b) if any circumstancesarisethat, if hewere not amember of
the Commission, would causehimto bedisqudified for
appointment assuch.

(6) A member of the Commission may be removed from office
only for inability to perform thefunctionsof hisoffice (whether arising from
infirmity of mind or body or from any other cause) or for misbehaviour, and
shall not be so removed except in accordancewith the provisions of thissec-
tion.

(7 A member of the Commission shall beremoved from office
by the Governor-Genera if the question of theremoval of that member from
office hasbeen referred to the Belize Advisory Council in accordancewith the
next following subsection and the Belize Advisory Council hasadvised the
Governor-General that that member ought to be removed from officefor in-
ability asaforesaid or for misbehaviour.

(8) If the Prime Minister representsto the Governor-General
that the question of removing amember of the Commission under thissection
ought to beinvestigated, then-

(@ the Governor-Genera shall refer the matter tothe Belize
Advisory Council which shall sit asatribund inthemanner
provided in section 54 of thisCongtitution; and

(b) theBelize Advisory Council shal enquireinto the matter and
report on the factsthereof to the Governor-General and
advisethe Governor-Genera whether that member of the
Commission should beremoved under thissection.

(9) If thequestion of removing amember of the Commission from
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office hasbeen referred to the Belize Advisory Council under the preceding
subsection, the Governor-General may suspend the member from performing
thefunctionsof hisoffice, and any such suspenson may at any timeberevoked
by the Governor-Generd and shdl inany case ceaseto haveeffect if the Belize
Advisory Council advisesthe Governor-General that the member should not
beremoved from office.

(20) If the office of amember of the Commissionisvacant or a
member isfor any reason unableto perform the functions of hisoffice, the
Governor-Genera may appoint aperson who isqualified for gppointment asa
member of the Commission to act asamember of the Commission, and any
person so appointed shall, subject to the provisions of subsections(6), (7), (8)
and (9) of thissection, continueto act until heisnotified by the Governor-
General that the circumstances giving riseto the appointment have ceased to
exis.

(11) Intheexerciseof itsfunctionsthe Commission shall beso
organised that of the eighteen members other than the Chairman:-

(@ five, of whom the Permanent Secretary, Establishment shall
be an ex officio member, shall beresponsiblefor matters
relating to the public service other thanthejudicial andlegd
sarvices, the Police Department, the Security and Intelligence 42 of 1999.
Service, theNational Fire Service, the Prison Serviceand the
military service;

(b) two, being ex officio the Chief Justice and the Solicitor Gen-
eral, shall beresponsiblefor mattersrelating to thejudicial
and legd services,

(© four, of whom the Permanent Secretary to the Ministry of
Defenceand the Commandant of the Belize Defence Force
shall be ex officio members, shall beresponsiblefor matters
relating tothe military service; and
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42 of 1999.

(d) three, of whom the Permanent Secretary tothe Ministry of
HomeAffairsand the Commissioner of Policeshall beex officio
members, shall beresponsiblefor mattersrelating tothe Police
Department and the National Fire Service; and

() HomeAffairsandtheDirector, Security and Intelligence
Service shall be ex officio members, shall beresponsible
for mattersrelating to the Security and Intelligence Service,

(f) two, being ex officio the Permanent Secretary tothe Minis-
try for thetimebeing responsiblefor the Prison Serviceand
the Superintendent of Prisons, shall beresponsiblefor mat-
tersrelating tothe Prison Service,

andin consdering themattersreferred to, the Commission shall comprisethe
membersresponsiblefor that matter and the Chairman.

(12) A member of the Commission shall not enter upon the du-
tiesof hisoffice unlesshe hastaken and subscribed the oath of allegianceand
office.

(13) The Commission shall, intheexercise of itsfunctionsun-
der this Constitution, not be subject to the direction or control of any other
person or authority.

(14) The Commission may by regulation make provision for
regulating and facilitating the performance of itsfunctions under this Con-
dtitution.

(15) Subject to the provisions of thissection, the Commission
may regulateitsown procedure.

(16) Any decision of the Commission shall requirethe concur-
rence of amajority of al the members thereof and, subject to itsrules of
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procedure, the Commission may act notwithstanding the absence of any mem-
ber other than the Chairman:

Provided that, inthe exerciseof itsresponsibilitiesfor any matter re-
ferredtoin subsection (11) of thissection, any decision of the Commission shall
requirethe concurrence of amajority of those persons comprising the Com-
mission for the purposesof that matter.

Provided further that in any matter beforethe Commission or any sec-
tion thereof, wherethe votesare equally divided, the Chairman shall havea
casting votein additionto hisorigina vote.

(17)  Insubsection (11) of thissection-

“judicial andlegal services’ meansserviceintheofficesof Registrar Generdl,
Deputy Registrar Generd, Registrar, Deputy Registrar and Assistant Registrar
of the Supreme Court, Registrar and Deputy Registrar of the Court of Ap-
ped, Chief Magistrate, Magistrate, Legal Draftsman, Law Revison Counsd,
Crown Counsdl, Legal Assistant and such other public officesrequiringalega
qualification asthe Attorney-General may from timeto time, by order pub-
lished in the Gazette, prescribe;

“military service’” meansserviceinthe Belize Defence Forceor in any other
military, nava or air force established for Belize.

106.-(1) The power to appoint personsto hold or act in officesinthepublic ~ Appointment,
service (including the power to transfer or confirm appointments), and, etc., of public
subject to the provisions of section 111 of this Constitution, the power to g‘g;ﬁ;%
exercisedisciplinary control over personsholding or acting insuch offices '
and the power to remove such personsfrom office shall vest inthe Public

Services Commission constituted for each case asprescribedin section

105(11) of thisCongtitution.

2 Insubsection (1) of thissection, “ public service” includesthe
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military service, asdefinedin section 105 (17) of thisCongtitution.

3

Subject to the provisionsof this Constitution, the Governor-

Generd, actingin accordance with the advice of the Minister or Ministers
responsiblefor the public servicegiven after consultation with the

recogni sed representatives of the employeesor other personsor groups
within the public service asmay be considered appropriate, may make
regulationson any matter relatingto-

(@ theformulation of schemesfor recruitment tothepublic
savice,

(b) the determination of acode of conduct for public officers,

(©) thefixing of salariesand privileges,

(d) the principlesgoverning the promotion and transfer of public
officers,

(e measuresto ensure discipline, and to governthedismissa
and retirement of public officers, including the proceduresto
befollowed;

) the procedurefor delegation of authority by and to public
officers, and

(s)) generaly for the management and control of the public
svice.

4 ThePublic ServicesCommissionshal, intheexerciseof its
functionsunder this section, be governed by regulations made under subsec-
tion (3) of thissection.

(5 ThePublic ServicesCommission may, by directionsin
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writing and subject to such conditionsasit thinksfit, delegate any of its
powers under subsection (1) of this section to any one or more members of
the Commission or, with the consent of the Prime Minigter, to any public
officer.

(6) Theprovisonsof subsection (1) of thissection shall not
apply inrelation to thefollowing offices, that isto say-

(@ any officetowhich section 107 of thisConstitution applies;

(b) theoffices of justice of the Supreme Court and Justice of
Apped;

(© theofficeof Auditor-Generd;
(d) theofficeof Director of Public Prosecutions; or

(e any officetowhich section 110 or section 110A or section
110B of thisCongtitution applies.

(7) No person shall be appointed under thissectionto or to act
inany officeonthe Governor-General’ s personal staff except with the con-
currence of the Governor-Generd, actingin hisown ddliberate judgment.

8 A public officer shall not beremoved from office or sub-
jected to any other punishment under thissection on thegroundsof any act
doneor omitted by himintheexerciseof ajudicial function conferred onhim
unlessthe Judicial and Legal Services Section of the Public Services Com-
mission concurstherein.

107.-(1) Thissection appliesto theofficesof Financial Secretary, Deputy  Appointment, etc.,
Financial Secretary, Secretary to the Cabinet, Solicitor General, Permanent  of permanent

Secretary, head of adepartment of Government, Commissioner of Police, Di- f;{;tr?r (i)fﬁ:r”d

rector, Security and Intelligence Service, Commandant, Belize DefenceForce,  officers.
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260f 1988. Ambassador, High Commissioner or principd representative of Belizeinany
other country or accredited to any international organisation and, subject to
theprovisionsof thisConstitution, any other office designated by the Gover-
nor-Genera, acting in accordance with the advice of the PrimeMinister given
after consultation with the Public ServicesCommission.

2 The power to appoint personsto hold or to act in offices
towhich this section applies (including the power to transfer or to confirm
appointments) and, subject to the provisions of section 111 of this Constitu-
tion, the power to exercisedisciplinary control over personsholding or acting
insuch officesand the power to remove such personsfrom officeshall vestin
the Governor-Generd, actingin accordance with the advice of the PrimeMin-
iser.

(3 Referencesin this section to adepartment of Government
shall not includethe office of the Governor-General, the department of the
Director of Public Prosecutionsor the department of the Auditor General.

Director of Public  108.-(1) TheDirector of Public Prosecutionsshall be appointed by the Gov-

Prosecutions. ernor-General, acting in accordancewith the advice of the Judicia and Legal

26.0f 1988, Services Section of the Public Services Commission and with theconcurrence
of the PrimeMinister given after consultation with the L eader of the Opposi-
tion.

2 A person shal not be qualified for gppointment to hold or act
inthe office of Director of Public Prosecutionsunlessheisqualifiedto be
appointed asajustice of the Supreme Court.

(3 If theofficeof Director of Public Prosecutionsisvacant or if
theholder of that officeisfor any reason unableto exercisethefunctionsof his
office, the Governor-General, acting in accordancewith the advice of the Ju-
dicia and Lega Services Section of the Public ServicesCommissionand with
the concurrence of the PrimeMinister given after consultation with the L eader
of the Opposition, may appoint aperson to act as Director.
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4 A person appointed to act inthe office of Director of Public
Prosecutions shall, subject to the provisionsof subsections(5), (7), (8) and
(9) of thissection, cease soto act-

(@ when aperson isappointed to hold that officeand has
assumed thefunctionsthereof or, asthe case may be, when
the personinwhose place heisacting resumesthefunctions
of that office; or

(b) at such earlier timeasmay be prescribed by thetermsof his
gppointmen.

(5) Subject to the provisionsof subsection (6) of thissection, the
Director of Public Prosecutions shall vacate hisofficewhen heattainsthe age
of sixty yearsor such other age asmay be prescribed by the National
Assmbly:

Provided that any law enacted by the National Assembly, tothe
extent to which it altersthe prescribed age after a person has been appointed
to beor to act asDirector of Public Prosecutions, shall not haveeffectin
relation to that person unless he consentsthat it should have effect.

(6) The Director of Public Prosecutionsmay beremoved from
officeonly for inability to performthefunctionsof hisoffice (whether arising
frominfirmity of mind or body or from any other cause) or for misbehaviour,
and shall not be so removed except in accordancewith the provisionsof this
section.

(7 TheDirector of Public Prosecutionsshall beremoved from
office by the Governor-General if the question of hisremoval from officehas
been referred to the Belize Advisory Council in accordance with the next
following subsection and the Belize Advisory Council hasadvised the Gover-
nor-General that he ought to beremoved from officefor inability asaforesaid
or for misbehaviour.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



108 CAP. 4] Belize Constitution

(8) If the Prime Minister representsto the Governor-Genera
that the question of removing the Director of Public Prosecutionsunder this
section ought to beinvestigated, then-

(@ the Governor-Genera shall refer the matter tothe Belize
Advisory Council which shall sit asatribund inthemanner
provided in section 54 of thisCongtitution; and

(b) theBelize Advisory Council shal enquireinto the matter and
report on the factsthereof to the Governor-General and
advisethe Governor-Genera whether he should bere-
moved under thissection.

9) If the question of removing the Director of Public Prosecu-
tionsfrom office hasbeenreferred to the Belize Advisory Council under the
preceding subsection, the Governor-General may suspend him from per-
forming thefunctionsof hisoffice, and any such suspension may at any time
berevoked by the Governor-General and shall inany case ceaseto have
effectif the Belize Advisory Council advisesthe Governor-Generd that he
should not beremoved from office.

Auditor-General.  109.-(1) The Auditor-General shall be appointed by the Governor- Gen-
eral, acting in accordance with the advice of the Public ServicesCommis-
sion and with the concurrence of the Prime Minister given after consultation
with the L eader of the Opposition.

2 If the office of Auditor-General isvacant or if the holder of
that officeisfor any reason unableto exercisethefunctionsof hisoffice, the
Governor-General, acting in accordance with the advice of the Public
Services Commission and with the concurrence of the Prime Minister given
after consultation with the Leader of the Opposition, may appoint aperson
toact asAuditor-General.

(3 A person appointed to act in the office of Auditor-General
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shall, subject to the provisions of subsections(4), (6), (7) and (8) of this
section, cease so to act-

(@ after apersonisappointed to hold that office and has as-
sumed the functionsthereof or, asthe case may be, whenthe
personinwhose place heisacting resumesthe functions of
that office; or

(b) at such earlier timeasmay be prescribed by thetermsof his
gppointmen.

4 Subject to the provisions of subsection (5) of thissection, the
Auditor-Genera shall vacate hisofficewhen heattainstheage of sixty yearsor
such other age asmay be prescribed by the National Assembly:

Provided that any law enacted by the National Assembly, to the extent
towhichit altersthe prescribed age after aperson has been appointed to be or
to act asAuditor-Genera, shal not haveeffect in relation to that person unless
he consentsthat it should have effect.

(5) The Auditor-Genera may be removed from officeonly for
inability to performthefunctionsof hisoffice (whether arising frominfirmity of
mind or body or from any other cause) or for misbehaviour, and shall not be
so removed except in accordance with the provisionsof thissection.

(6) TheAuditor-Genera shal beremoved from office by the Gov-
ernor-Generd if thequestion of hisremova from office hasbeenreferred tothe
Belize Advisory Council in accordancewith the next following subsection and
the Belize Advisory Council has advised the Governor-General that he ought
to beremoved from officefor inability asaforesaid or for misbehaviour.

(7 If the PrimeMinister representsto the Governor-General that  26of 1988.
the question of removing the Auditor-General under this section ought to be
investigated, then-
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42 of 1999.

Appointment, etc.,

(@ the Governor-Genera shall refer the matter tothe Belize
Advisory Council which shall sit asatribund inthemanner
provided in section 54 of thisCongtitution; and

(b) theBelize Advisory Council shal enquireinto the matter and
report on the factsthereof to the Governor-General and
advisethe Governor-Genera whether he should bere-
moved under thissection.

(8) If the question of removing the Auditor-General from office
has beenreferred to the Belize Advisory Council under the preceding subsec-
tion, the Governor-General may suspend himfrom performing thefunctionsof
hisoffice, and any such suspension may at any time berevoked by the Gover-
nor-General and shall in any case ceaseto haveeffect if the Belize Advisory
Council advisesthe Governor-General that he should not beremoved from
office.

110.-(1) Power to appoint personsto hold or act in any officeinthe Police
Department (including power to confirm appointments) below the rank of
I nspector and to exercisedisciplinary control over personsholding or actingin
such officesand to remove such personsfrom office shall vestinthe Commis-
sioner of Police.

2 The Commissioner of Police may, subject to such conditions
ashethinksfit, delegateany of hispowersunder thissection, by directions
inwriting, to any other officer of the Police Department.

110A.-(1) The power to appoint personsto hold or act in any officeinthe

of junior SIS Security and Intelligence Service (including power to confirm gppointments)
22' ﬁirs;;d totherank of Grade|11 of that Service or below and to exercisedisciplinary
%6 gf fésg_' control over persons holding or acting in such officesand to remove such
personsfrom office shall vest inthe Director of the Service subject to the

approval of theMinister for thetimebeing responsiblefor the Service.
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2 TheDirector, Security and Intelligence Service may, subject to
such conditionsashethinksfit, delegate any of hispowersunder thissection,
by directionsinwriting, to any senior officer of the Service.

110B-(1) Thepower to appoint personsto hold or act inany officeinthePrison  Appointment,
Service (including power to confirm appointments) below therank of Principal  &c., of junior
Officer, and to exercisedisciplinary control over personsholding or actinginsuch g{;ﬁgw e
officesand to remove such personsfrom office, shall vest in the Superintendent '
of Prisons.
2 The Superintendent of Prisonsmay, subject to such conditions
ashethinksfit, delegate any of hispowersunder thissection, by directionsin
writing, to any other senior officer of the Prison Service.
111.-(2) Thissection appliesto- Appedsin
discipline cases.
(@ any decision of the Governor-General, acting in accordance 260f 1988.
with theadvice of the PrimeMinister or the Public Services
Commission asthecasemay be, inrelationto the public
service, or any decision of the Public Services Commission
toremoveapublic officer from officeor to exercisedisci-
plinary control over apublic officer (including adecision
made on appeal from or confirming adecision of any person
to whom powers are del egated under section 106 (5) of this
Conditution);
(b) any decision of any person to whom powersare del egated
under section 106(5) of thisCongtitutionto removeapublic
officer from office or to exercisedisciplinary control over a
public officer (not being adecision whichissubject to appeal
to or confirmation by the Public Services Commission); and
() ifitissoprovided by the National Assembly, any decision of
the Commissioner of Police under subsection (1) of section
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110 of this Constitution, or of aperson to whom powers
are delegated under subsection (2) of that section, tore-
moveapolice officer from office or to exercisedisciplinary
control over apoliceofficer;

(d) if itisso provided by the National Assembly, any decision
of the Superintendent of Prisonsunder subsection (1) of
section 110B of this Constitution, or of apersontowhom
powersare delegated under subsection (2) of that section,
to removean officer in the Prison Servicefrom officeor to
exercisedisciplinary control over such officer.

2 Subject to the provisionsof thissection, an appeal shall lie
tothe Belize Advisory Council fromany decisiontowhichthissection applies
at theinstance of the public officer in respect of whom thedecisonismade:

Provided that in the case of any such decision asisreferredtoin
subsection (1) (c) of thissection, an appeal shdl lieinthefirst instanceto the
Commissioner of Policeif itisso provided by theNational Assembly or, if it
isnot so provided, if the Commissioner sorequires.

(3 Upon an appeal under this section the Belize Advisory
Council may affirm or set aside the decision appeal ed against or may make
any other decision which theauthority or person fromwhom the apped lies
could havemade.

4 Subject to the provisionsof section 54 of thisConstitution,
the Belize Advisory Council may by regulation makeprovisonfor-

(@ the procedurein appeal sunder thissection; or

(b)  excepting fromthe provisionsof subsection (2) of thissec-
tion decisionsin respect of public officersholding offices
whose emol uments do not exceed such sum asmay be
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prescribed by theregulationsor such decisionsto exercise
disciplinary control, other than decisionsto removefrom
office, asmay be prescribed.

(5) Regulationsmade under this section may, with the consent of
the PrimeMinister, confer powersor impose dutieson any public officer or any
authority of the Government for the purpose of the exercise of thefunctionsof
the Blize Advisory Council.

(6) Inthissection, “ public officer” includesany person holding or
actinginan officeinthemilitary service asdefinedin section 105(17) of this
Condtitution.

112.-(1) Thelaw to be applied with respect to any pensionsbenefitsthat were  Pension laws and
granted to any person before Independence Day shall bethelaw that wasin ~ protection of
forceat the date on which those benefitswere granted or any law inforceata  PEnsion rights.

later datethat isnot lessfavourableto that person. 33011923,
2 Thelaw to be applied with respect to any pensions benefits
(not being benefitsto which subsection (1) of thissection applies) shall-
(@ insofar asthose benefitsarewholly in respect of aperiod of
serviceasapublic officer that commenced before Indepen-
denceDay, bethelaw that wasin forceimmediately before
that date; and
(b) insofar asthose benefitsarewholly or partly inrespect of a
period of serviceasapublic officer that commenced after
Independence Day, bethelaw inforce on the date on which
that period of service commenced, or any law inforceat a
later date not lessfavourableto that person.
(3) Whereapersonisentitled to exercise an option asto which of
two or morelawsshall apply inhiscase, thelaw for which heoptsshall, for the
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Grant and with-

purposes of this section, be deemed to be more favourable to him than the
other law or laws.

4 All pensionsbenefitsshall (except to the extent towhich, in
the case of benefitsunder the Widows' and Orphans PensionsAct or under
any law amending or replacing that Act, they areacharge on afund estab-
lished by that Act or by any such law and have been duly paid out of that fund
to the person or authority to whom payment isdue) be acharge on thegenera
revenuesof Belize.

5 Inthissection, “ pensgonshbenefits’ meansany pensions, com-
pensation, gratuitiesor other like allowancesfor personsin respect of their
serviceaspublic officersor for thewidows, children, dependentsor personal
representatives of such personsin respect of such service.

(6) Referencesinthissectionto thelaw with respect to pensions
benefitsinclude (without prejudiceto their generality) referencesto thelaw
regulating the circumstancesin which such benefitsmay begranted or inwhich
thegrant of such benefitsmay berefused, thelaw regulating the circumstances
inwhich any such benefitsthat have been granted may bewithheld, reducedin
amount or suspended and thelaw regul ating the amount of any such benefits.

113.-(1) The power to grant any award under any pensionslaw for thetime

holding of beinginforcein Belize (other than an award to which, under that law, the
pensions, etc. persontowhomit is payableisentitled as of right) and, in accordance with
260f 1988. any provisionsinthat behalf containedin any such law, towithhold, reducein
amount or suspend any award payable under any such law, shall vestinthe

Governor-General.
2 The power vested inthe Governor-Genera by the preceding

subsection shall beexercised by him-

(@ inthe case of officersto whom section 107 of this Constitu-
tion applies, actingin accordance with the advice of the Prime
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Miniger;

(b) inthe caseof al other officers, acting in accordancewith the
adviceof the Public Services Commission.

3 Inthissection, “pensionslaw” meansany law relating to the
grant to any person, or to the widow, children, dependentsor personal repre-
sentatives of that person, of an award in respect of the servicesof that person
inapublic office, andincludesany instrument made under any such law.

PART IX
Finance

114.-(1) All revenues or other moneysraised or received by Belize (not Establishment of
being revenuesor other money's payable under this Constitution or any Consolidated
other law into some other public fund established for aspecific purpose) Revenue Fund.
shall be paid into and form one Consolidated Revenue Fund.

2 No moneysshall bewithdrawn from the Consolidated
Revenue Fund except to meet expenditurethat ischarged upon the Fund by
this Congtitution or any other law enacted by the National Assembly or where
theissue of those moneys has been authorised by an appropriationlaw or by a
law madein pursuance of section 116 of this Constitution.

3 No moneysshall bewithdrawn from any public fund other
than the Consolidated Revenue Fund unlesstheissue of those moneyshas
been authorised by alaw enacted by the National Assembly.

4 No moneysshall bewithdrawn from the Consolidated Rev-
enue Fund or any other public fund except inthe manner prescribed by law.
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Authorisation of
expenditurefrom
Consolidated
Revenue Fund.

Authorisation of
expenditurein
advance of appro-
priation.

115.-(2) TheMinister responsiblefor finance shall prepareand lay beforethe
House of Representativesin each financial year estimatesof therevenuesand
expendituresof Belizefor thenext followingfinancid year.

(2) Theheadsof expenditure containedin the estimates (other than
expenditure charged upon the Consolidated Revenue Fund by this Constitu-
tion or any other law) shall beincludedinaBill, to beknown asan Appropria
tion Bill, providing for theissuefrom the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the
sumsnecessary to meet that expenditure and the appropriation of those sums
for the purposes specified therein.

(3 If in respect of any financia year itisfound-

(@ that the amount appropriated by the appropriation law
for any purposeisinsufficient or that aneed hasarisenfor
expenditurefor apurposefor which no amount hasbeen
appropriated by that law; or

(b) that any moneys have been expended for any purposein
excess of theamount appropriated for the purpose by the
appropriation law or for apurposefor which no amount has
been appropriated by that [aw,

asupplementary estimate showing the sumsrequired or spent shall belaid
beforetheHouse of Representativesand the heads of any such expenditure
shdl beincludedin asupplementary Appropriation Bill.

116.  Anylaw enacted by the National Assembly may make provision un-
der which, if the appropriation law in respect of any financial year has not
comeinto operation by the beginning of that financial year, theMinister re-
sponsiblefor finance may authorisethewithdrawa of moneysfrom the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund for the purpose of meeting expenditure necessary to
carry ontheservicesof the Government until the expiration of four months
from the beginning of that financial year or the coming into operation of the
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appropriationlaw, whichever istheearlier.

117.-(1) Any law enacted by the National Assembly may providefor thees-  Contingencies
tablishment of aContingencies Fund and for authorisingtheMinister respon- ~ Fund.
shblefor finance, if satisfied that there has ari sen an urgent and unforeseen need

for expenditurefor which no other provision exists, to make advancesfromthe

Fund to meet that need.

2 Where any advanceismadein accordancewith subsection (1)
of thissection asupplementary estimate shall be presented and asupplemen-
tary Appropriation Bill shall beintroduced as soon as possiblefor the purpose
of replacing theamount so advanced.

118.-(1) Thereshall bepaid to the holdersof the officestowhichthissection ~ Remuneration of
appliessuch salariesand such allowancesasmay beprescribed by or undera ~ certainofficers.
law enacted by the National Assembly.

2 Thesalariesand allowances prescribed in pursuance of this
sectioninrespect of the holdersof the officesto which thissection appliesshal
be acharge on the Consolidated Revenue Fund.

3 Thesdary prescribed in pursuance of thissection in respect of
the holder of any officeto which this section appliesand his other terms of
service (other than allowancesthat are not taken into account in computing,
under any law inthat behaf, any pension payablein respect of hisserviceinthat
office) shal not beatered to hisdisadvantage after hisappointment.

4 When aperson’ssaary or other termsof service depend upon
his option, the salary or terms for which he opts shall, for the purposes of
subsection (3) of thissection, be deemed to be more advantageousto him than
any othersfor which he might have opted.

(5) This section appliesto the offices of the Governor-General,
the Chief Justice, of Appeal, justice of the Supreme Court, member of the
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Belize Advisory Council, member of the Public Services Commission, mem-
ber of the El ections and Boundaries Commission, the Director of Public Pros-
ecutionsand the Auditor-Generdl.

(6) Nothing in this section shall be construed as prejudicing the
provisionsof section 112 of thisCongtitution.

Public debt. 119.-(1) There shall be charged on the Consolidated Revenue Fund all debt
chargesfor which Bdizeisliable.

2 For the purposes of this section debt chargesincludein-
terest, sinking fund charges, the repayment or amortization of debt, and all
expenditurein connection with theraising of loanson the security of the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund and the service and redemption of debt created
thereby.

Audit of public 120.-(1) Thereshall bean Auditor-General whose office shall beapublic
accounts, etc. office,

2 The Auditor-General shall-

(@ satisfy himsdlf that all moneysthat have been appropriated by
theNational Assembly and disbursed have been applied to
the purposesto which they were so appropriated and that the
expenditure conformsto the authority that governsit; and

(b) at least oncein every year audit and report on the public
accountsof Belize, theaccountsof all officersand authorities
of the Government, theaccountsof al courtsof law in Belize,
theaccountsof the Belize Advisory Council and every
Commission established by this Congtitution and the accounts
of the Clerk tothe National Assembly.

(3) TheAuditor-Genera and any officer authorised by him shall
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have accessto al books, records, returns, reportsand other documentswhich
inhisopinionrelateto any of theaccountsreferred to in subsection (2) of this
section.

(4) TheAuditor-Generd shall submit every report madeby himin
pursuance of subsection (2) of this section to the Minister responsiblefor fi-
nancewho shall, not |ater than seven daysafter the House of Representatives
first meetsafter he hasreceived thereport, lay it beforethe House.

(5) If the Minister failsto lay areport before the Housein
accordancewith the provisions of subsection (4) of thissection the Auditor-
General shall transmit copiesof that report to the Speaker who shall, assoon
aspracticable, present themto the House.

(6) The Auditor-General shall exercise such other functionsin
relation to the accounts of the Government or the accounts of other authorities
or bodies established by law for public purposes as may be prescribed by or
under any law enacted by the National Assembly.

(7 Intheexercise of hisfunctionsunder subsections(2), (3),
(4) and (5) of thissection, the Auditor-General shall not be subject to the
direction or control of any other person or authority.

PART X
Miscellaneous

121.-(1) The personsto whom thissection appliesshall conduct themselves ~ Code of Conduct.
insuch away asnot-

(@ to placethemsavesin positionsinwhich they have or could
haveaconflict of interest;

(b) to compromisethefair exerciseof their publicor official
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functionsand duties;
(©) tousether officefor privategain;
(d) to demeantheir office or position;
(e toalow their integrity to be called into question; or

) to endanger or diminishrespect for, or confidencein, the
integrity of the Government.

2 Thissection appliesto the Governor-General, members of
theNationa Assembly, membersof the Belize Advisory Council, membersof
the Public Services Commission, membersof the Electionsand Boundaries
Commission, public officers, of statutory corporationsand government agen-
cies, and such other officers as may be prescribed by law enacted by the
National Assembly.

National Symbols.  122.  Thenationa symbolsof Belize shall bethose prescribed by theNa-
tiona Assembly.

Powers of appoint-  123.-(1) Any referencein this Constitution to power to make gppointmentsto

ment and acting any public office shall be construed asincluding areferenceto the power to

appointments. make gppoi ntments on promotion and transfer to that office and to the power
to appoint aperson to act in that office during any period duringwhichitis
vacant or the holder thereof isunableto perform thefunctionsof that office.

2 Inthis Constitution, unlessthe context otherwiserequires, a
referenceto the holder of an office by theterm designating hisofficeshall be
construed asincluding areferenceto any person who isfor thetime being
lawfully actingin or performing thefunctionsof that office,

(3) Whereby thisConstitution any personisdirected, or power is
conferred on any person or authority to appoint aperson, to act in or other-
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wiseto perform the functions of an officeif the holder thereof isunableto
performthefunctionsof that office, thevalidity of any performance of those
functionsby the person so directed or of any appointment madein exercise of
that power shall not becaledin questioninany court of law on theground that
the holder of the officeisnot unableto perform thefunctions of the office.

124.-(1) Where any person hasvacated any office established by thisConsti-  Reappointments
tution, hemay, if qualified, again be appointed or elected to hold that officein  and concurrent
accordancewith the provisionsof this Constitution. appointments.

2 Whenever theholder of any office congtituted by or under this
Condtitution, or any public office otherwise constituted, ison leave of absence
pending relinquishment of hisoffice-

(@ another person may be appointed to that office; and

(b) that person shall, for the purpose of any function of that
office, be deemed to be the sole holder of that office.

125.-(1) Referencesin this Constitution to the power to removeapublicof-  Removal from
ficer from hisoffice shall be construed asincluding referencesto any power  office.
conferred by any law to require or permit that officer to retirefrom the public

serviceand to any power or right to terminate acontract on which apersonis

employed asapublic officer and to determinewhether any such contract shall

or shal not berenewed:

Provided that nothing in this subsection shall be construed as confer-
ring on any person or authority power to require any justice of the Supreme
Court or Justice of Appeal, the Director of Public Prosecutions, or the Audi-
tor-General to retirefrom the public service.

2 Any provision of thisConstitution that vestsin any personor
authority power to removeany public officer from hisoffice shal bewithout
prejudiceto the power of any person or authority to abolish any officeor toany
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law providing for thecompul sory retirement of public officersgenerdly or any
classof public officer on attaining an age specified therein.

Resignations. 125.-(1) A Senator or amember of the Houseof Representativesmay resign
hisseat by writing under his hand addressed to the President or the Speaker,
asthe case may be, and the resignation shall take effect, and the seat shall
accordingly becomevacant, whenthewriting isreceived, asthe case may be,

by-
(@ the President or Speaker;

(b) if the office of President or Speaker isvacant or the Presi
dent or Speaker isfor any reason unableto performthefunc-
tionsof hisofficeand no other personisperforming them, the
Vice-President or Deputy Speaker; or

(©) if theofficeof Vice-President or Deputy Speaker isvacant
or the Vice-President or Deputy Speaker isfor any reason
unableto perform thefunctionsof hisofficeand no other
person isperforming them, the Clerk to the Nationa Assem-
bly.

2 The President or the Vice-President or the Speaker or the
Deputy Speaker may resign hisoffice by writing under hishand addressed to
the Senate or the House, asthe case may be, and the resignation shall take
effect, and the office shall accordingly become vacant, when thewritingis
received by the Clerk to the National Assembly.

(3) Any person who has been appointed to an office established
by this Constitution (other than an office to which subsection (1) or (2) of this
section gpplies) or any officeof Minister established under thisConstitution
may resign that office by writing under hishand addressed to the person or
authority by whom hewas appointed and theresignation shall take effect, and
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the office shal accordingly becomevacant-

(@ at suchtimeor on such date (if any) asmay be specifiedinthe
writing; or

(b)  whenthewritingisreceived by the person or authority towhom
itisaddressed or by such other person asmay be authorised
toreceiveit,

whicheveristhelater:

Provided that the resignation may bewithdrawn beforeit takeseffect if
the person or authority to whom theresignation isaddressed consentstoitswith-
drawal.

127.  Noprovisonof thisCongtitution that any person or authority shall notbe  saving for
subject to thedirection or control of any other person or authority intheexercise  jurisdiction of
of any functions under this Constitution shall be construed asprecludingacourt ~ courts.

of law fromexercisngjurisdictioninrelation to any question whether that person

or authority hasperformed thosefunctionsin accordance with this Constitution

or any other law or should not perform thosefunctions.

128. Whereany power isconferred by this Constitutionto makeany procla  Power to amend
mation, regulation, order or rule, or togiveany direction or ingtructions, thepower ~ and revoke
shall beconstrued asincluding the power, exercisableinlikemanner, toamendor  'NStruments, etc.
revokeany such proclamation, regulation, order, rule, direction or instructions.

129.-(1) Whereany person or authority isdirected by thisCongtitutiontoexer-  constitution.
ciseany function after consultation with any other person or authority, that person

or authority shall not be obliged to exercisethat function in accordancewith the

advice of that other person or authority.

2 Where any person or authority isdirected by thisConstitution or
any other law to consult any other person or authority beforetaking any decison
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or action, that other person or authority must be given agenuine opportunity
to present hisor itsviewsbeforethe decision or action, asthecasemay be, is

taken.

National Seal. 130. Thereshdl beanationa sed bearing onit such deviceastheNationa
Assembly shall approve by resolution.

Interpretation. 131.-(1) InthisCongtitution, unlessthe context otherwiserequires-

Schedule 1. “Bélize” meanstheland and seaareas defined in Schedule 1 to this Constitu-
tion;

“Commonwealth citizen” has such meaning asthe National Assembly may
prescribe;

“Court of Appeal” meansthe Court of Appeal established by this Constitu-
tion;

“Crown” meansthe Crowninright of Belize,

“financia year” meansthetwelve monthsending on 31t Marchinany year or
on such other date asmay from timeto time be prescribed by any law enacted
by the Nationa Assembly;

“the Gazette” meansthe Belize Government Gazette and includesany
supplement thereto;

“the Government” meansthe Government of Bdlize;

“theHouse” meanstheHouse of Representativesor the Senateasthe
context may require;

“theHouseof Representatives’ meansthe House of Representatives
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established by thisCondtitution;
“Independence Day” means21st September, 1981,

“law” meansany law inforcein Belize or any part thereof, including any
instrument having theforce of law and any unwrittenruleof law, and“lawful”
and*“lawfully” shall be construed accordingly;

“Minister” meansaMinister of Government;

“theNational Assembly” meanstheNational Assembly established by this
Condtitution;

“oath” includesaffirmation;

“oath of allegiance and office” meansthe oath prescribed in Schedule 3to
thisCongtitution;

“Police Department” meansthe Belize Police Department; 420f 1999.

“President” and“Vice-President” mean the respective persons hol ding office
asPresident and Vice-President of the Senate;

“public office” meansany office of emolument inthepublic service,

“public officer” meansaperson holding or actinginany public office;

“the public service’” means, subject to the provisionsof thissection, the
serviceof the Crowninacivil capacity in respect of the Government;

“ Senate’” meansthe Senate established by this Congtitution;

“sesson” means, inrelationto aHouse of the National Assembly, thesittingsof
that House commencing when it first meetsafter the prorogation or dissolution
of the National Assembly at any timeand terminatingwhentheNational As-
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sembly isprorogued or isdissolved without having been prorogued;

“gitting” means, inrelation to aHouse of the National Assembly, aperiod
during which that Houseissitting continuously without adjournment and in-
cludesany period during which the Houseisin committee;

“Speaker” and“ Deputy Speaker” mean the respective personshol ding office
as Speaker and Deputy Speaker of theHouse of Representatives;

“Supreme Court” meansthe Supreme Court of Judicature established by this
Condtitution.

2 Except in sections 63 (1) and 71 of thisConstitution, refer-
encesinthis Constitution to amember or members of the House of Repre-
sentatives or to a Senator or Senatorsdo not include referencesto aperson
who, under section 56(2), isamember of the House by virtue of holding the
office of Speaker, or who, under section 61 (1), isa Senator by virtue of
holding the officeof President.

(3) InthisConstitution, unlessthe context otherwiserequires, ref-
erencesto an officeinthe public service shall be construed asincluding refer-
encesto the offices of justice of the Supreme Court and Justice of Appeal,

42 of 1999. offices of membersof the Police Department, and offices on the Governor-
Generd’spersona staff.

26 0f 1988. 4 InthisConstitution, unlessthe context otherwiserequires, ref-
erencesto an officein the public service shall not be construed asincluding
referencesto the office of PrimeMinister or other Minister, of State, Speaker
or Deputy Speaker or member of the House of Representatives, President or
Vice-President or Senator, member of the Belize Advisory Council, or mem-
ber of any Commission established by this Constitution or the Clerk, Deputy
Clerk or staff of theNational Assembly.

(5) For the purposes of this Constitution, aperson shall not be
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regarded asholding apublic office by reason only of thefact that heisinreceipt
of apension or other likeallowancein respect of service under the Crown.

(6) Saveasotherwiseprovided inthisConstitution, the Interpre- 18 of 1980.
tation Act 1980 asinforceimmediately beforeIndependence Day shall apply, CAP.1L.
with the necessary adaptations, for the purpose of interpreting this Congtitu-
tion.

PART XI
Transitional Provisions

132. InthisPart- Interpretation of
this Part.

“the Condtitution Ordinance’ meansthe British Honduras Congtitution

Ordinance 1963;

“the L etters Patent” meansthe Bdlize L etters Patent 1964 to 1979.

133. TheGovernor (asdefined for the purposes of the L etters Patent) act-  The Constitution
ing after consultation with the Premier (asso defined) may at any timeafter this - transitional
section comesinto operation exerciseany of thepowersconferredontheGov- ~ POVEs
ernor-General by section 134 of this Constitution to such extent asmay be

necessary or expedient to enablethe Congtitution to function asfrom Indepen-

denceDay.

134.-(1) Subject tothe provisionsof thisPart, theexisting lawsshall notwith-  Existinglaws.
standing the revocation of the L etters Patent and the Constitution Ordinance
continueinforce onand after Independence Day and shall then have effect as

if they had been madein pursuance of this Constitution but they shall be con-

strued with such modifications, adaptations, qualificationsand exceptionsas

may be necessary to bring theminto conformity with thisConstitution.

2 Where any matter that fallsto be prescribed or otherwise provided for
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under thisConstitution by the National Assembly or by any other authority or
personisprescribed or provided for by or under an existing law (including any
amendment to any such law made under thissection) that prescription or pro-
vison shall asfrom Independence Day have effect (with such modifications,
adaptations, qudificationsand exceptionsasmay benecessary tobringit into
conformity with thisCongtitution) asif it had been made under this Constitu-
tion by the Nationa Assembly or asthe case may require by the other author-

ity or person.

(3) The Governor-General may by order publishedinthe
Gazette within twelve months after ndependence Day make such amend-
mentsto any existing law (other than this Congtitution) asmay be necessary or
expedient for bringing that aw into conformity with the provisionsof thisCon-
stitution or otherwisefor giving effect or enabling effect to be giventothose
provisons.

4 An order made under this section may be amended or re-
voked by the National Assembly or inrelation to any existing law affected
thereby, by any other authority having power to amend, repeal or revokethat
exiging law.

(5) The provisionsof this section shall bewithout prejudiceto
any powersconferred by this Constitution or by any other law upon any per-
son or authority to make provision for any matter, including theamendment or
reped of any existing law.

(6) Inthissection, theexpresson*“exigtinglaw” meansany Act of
the Parliament of the United Kingdom, Order of Her Majesty in Council,
Ordinance, rule, regulation, order or other instrument having effect aspart of
thelaw of Belizeimmediately before Independence Day (including any such
law made beforethat day and coming into operation or after that day).
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135.-(1) Her Mg esty may before Independence Day appoint thefirst Gover-  First Governor-
nor-General from among personswho qualify by virtue of section 23 of this ~ General.
Congtitution to become citizens of Belize on IndependenceDay.

2 Any such appointment shall take effect asfrom Independence
Day, and the person so appointed shall hold officein accordance with section
30 of thisCondtitution.

136.-(1) Thepersonwho, immediately before Independence Day, holdsthe  Ministers.
officeof Premier under the L etters Patent shall, asfromthat day, hold officeas

Prime Minister asif he had been appointed thereto under section 37 of this
Condtitution.

2 Thepersonswho, immediately before Independence Day, hold
officeasMinisters (other than the Premier) under the L etters Patent shall, as
fromthat day, hold thelike offices asif they had been appointed thereto under
section 40 of thisConstitution.

3 Any person holding theofficeof PrimeMinister or other Min-
ister by virtue of subsections (1) and (2) of thissectionwho, immediately be-
forelndependence Day, wasunder the L etters Patent assigned responsibility
for any businessor department of government shdl, asfrom that day, be deemed
to have been assigned responsibility for that businessor department under sec-
tion41 of thisConstitution.

4 Any person holding theofficeof PrimeMinister or other Min-
ister by virtue of subsections(1) and (2) of thissection shal bedeemedto have
satisfied therequirements of section 46 of thisCongtitution.

137.-(1) Thepersonswho, immediately before Independence Day, aremem-  National
bersof theformer Houseof Representativesshall, asfromthat day, bedeemed ~ Assembly.
to have been elected in pursuance of section 56 (1) of this Congtitutioninthe
respectivee ectora divisonscorresponding totheedectora divisonsby which

they werereturned to theformer House of Representatives, and shall hold

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
[ Printed by the Government Printer, ]

No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



130 CAP. 4] Belize Constitution

their seatsintheHouse of Representativesin accordancewith theprovisions
of thisCondtitution.

2 The personswho, immediately beforelndependence Day, are
members of theformer Senate, having been appointed as such under para-
graphs(a), (b) and (c) of section 9 (2) of the Constitution Ordinance, shall, as
from Independence Day, be deemed to have been appointed to the Senatein
pursuance of paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) respectively of section 61 (2) of this
Condtitution, and shall hold their seatsin the Senatein accordancewith the
provisionsof thisCongtitution.

(3) The persons deemed to be el ected to the House of Repre-
sentatives or to be appointed to the Senate by virtue of subsections (1) and
(2) of thissection shal bedeemed to have satisfied the requirements of section
71 of thisCongtitution.

4 The personswho, immediately beforelndependence Day, are
the Speaker and Deputy Speaker of theformer House of Representatives
and the President and Vice-President of theformer Senate shall, asfromIn-
dependence Day, be deemed to have been el ected respectively as Speaker
and Deputy Speaker of the House of Representatives and President and
Vice-President of the Senatein accordance with the provisionsof thisConsti-
tution and shall hold officein accordancewith those provisions.

(5) The person who, immediately before |ndependence Day, is
the Leader of the Oppositionintheformer House of Representativesshal,
asfrom that day, be deemed to have been appointed as L eader of the
Oppositionin pursuance of section 47 of thisCongtitution, and shall hold
officeassuchin accordancewith the provisionsof this Congtitution.

(6) The Standing Ordersof theformer Houseof Representatives
and of theformer Senate asin forceimmediately before Independence Day
shdll, until it isotherwise provided under section 70 of thisCongtitution, bethe
Standing Ordersrespectively of theHouse of Representativesand of the
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Senate, but they shall be construed with such modifications, adaptations, quali-
fications and exceptions as may be necessary to bring them into conformity
withthisCondtitution.

(7 Notwithstanding anything in section 84 (2) of the Congtitution
(but subject to subsection (3) of that section), the National Assembly shall,
unless sooner dissolved, stand dissolved on 30th November 1984 (that isto
say, five years from the date when the two Houses of the former National
Assembly first met after thelast dissolution of that Assembly under the Consti-
tution Ordinance).

(8) Inthissection, theexpressions”former National Assembly”,
“former House of Representatives’, and “former Senate” mean respectively
theNational Assembly, House of Representatives, and Senate established by
the Congtitution Ordinance.

138. Subjecttotheprovisonsof thisCongtitution every personwhoimme-  Existing public
diately before Independence Day holdsor isactinginapublic officeunder the ~ officers.

L etters Patent or the Constitution Ordinance shall, asfromthat day, continueto

hold or act in that office or the corresponding office established by this Congti-

tution asif he had been appointed thereto in accordance with the provisions of
thisCondtitution and asif he had taken any oath required by thisCongtitution or

any other law:

Provided that any person who under the L etters Patent, the Constitu-
tion Ordinance or any other law in forceimmediately before Independence
Day would have been required to vacate his office at the expiration of any
period shall, unlessearlier removed in accordance with this Congtitution, va-
cate hisofficeat theexpiration of that period.

139.-(1) Subject tothe provisionsof this Congtitution, the Supreme Court shall  Supreme Court
on and after Independence Day haveall the powerswhichimmediately before  and Court of
that day arevested intheformer Supreme Court. Appesl.
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2 All proceedingsthat, immediately before Independence Day,
are pending beforethe former Supreme Court may be continued and con-
cluded on and after that day beforethe Supreme Court.

(3) Any decision given before Independence Day by theformer
Supreme Court shall for the purposes of its enforcement or of any appeal
therefrom have effect on and after that day asif it were adecision of the
Supreme Court.

4 Any appealsfrom Belizethat, immediately before Indepen-
dence Day, are pending beforetheformer Court of Appeal may be continued
and concluded on and after that day beforethe Court of Appeal.

(5 Any decision given before Independence Day by theformer
Court of Appeal shall for the purposes of itsenforcement or of any appeal
therefrom have effect on and after that day asif it wereadecision of the Court

of Apped.
(6) Inthissection-

“theformer Supreme Court” meansthe Supreme Court established by the
Condtitution Ordinance;

“theformer Court of Appeal” meansthe Court of Appeal established by the
Court of Appeal Ordinance 1967.

Alteration of this  140.-(1) The National Assembly may alter any of the provisionsof thisPart,
Part. other than thosereferred to in subsection (2) of thissection, inthe manner
specifiedin section 69(4) of thisCongtitution.

2 TheNationa Assembly may ater thissection, subsections (1),
(4) and (7) of section 137, section 138 and section 139 of thisConstitutionin
themanner specifiedin subsections(3) and (5) of section 69 of this Constitu-
tion.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
[ Printed by the Government Prnter]

No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



Belize Constitution [CAP.4 133

3 Subsections(7) and (8) of section 69 of this Congtitution shall
apply for the purpose of construing referencesin thissectionto any provision of
thisPart and to the ateration of any such provision asthey apply for the pur-
pose of construing referencesin section 69 of thisConstitution and in Schedule
2 hereto to any provision of this Constitution and to the alteration of any such
provison.

PART XII

Repeal and Date of Commencement

141. ThisConstitution shal comeinto operation on Independence Day: Commencement.

Provided that sections 133 and 135 of this Constitution shall come
into operationforthwith.

142. TheOrdinancesset out in Schedule4 arerevoked with effect from Revocations.
Independence Day.
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Section1
SCHEDULE1TOTHECONSTITUTION
Definition of Belize
1. Theterritory of Belizecomprisesthemainland of Belizeand all its

associated idandsand cayeswithin theareabounded by thefrontierswith
Guatemalaand Mexico and the outer limit of theterritorial seaof Bdize
described asfollows:-

(@ thefrontier with Guatemalaistheline prescribed by the Treaty
between the United Kingdom and Guatemalasigned on 30
April 1859;

(b) thefrontier with Mexicoistheline prescribed by the Treaty
between the United Kingdom and Mexico signed on 8 July
1893;

(©) theouter limit of theterritorial seaof Bdizeisthelimit pro
vided by law measured from such basdlinesasmay have been
prescribed before | ndependence Day by law or otherwise, or
asmay be so prescribed thereafter,

and also includesthe Turneffelslands, the Cayesof Lighthouse Reef and
Glover Resf, together with all associated idletsand reefs, and their adjacent
watersasfar astheouter limit of theterritoria seaappertaining to them.
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2. Theareareferredtoin paragraph 1 of this Scheduleincludes, butisnot
limited to, Ambergris Caye, Caye Caulker, Caye Chapel, Long Caye,
Frenchman’sCaye, St. George's Caye, Sergeant’s Caye, Goff’sCaye, English
Caye, Rendezvous Caye, Bluefield Range of Cayes, Southern Long Caye,
Columbus Caye, Fly Range of Cayes, Tobacco Range of Cayes, Southern
Water Caye, Carrie Bow Caye, Gladden Caye, Silk Cayes, Pompion Caye,
Ranguana Range of Cayes, SapodillaRange of Cayes, Snake Cayes, dl is-
landsand cayes associated with theabove-mentioned cayes, and al other cayes
lyingwithinand dongtheBarrier Reef.
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Section 69

SCHEDULE2TOTHE CONSTITUTION
Alteration of Constitution
Provisionsof Congtitution referred to in section 69(3)-
@) PartI1;
(ii) sections55t0 60 (inclusive), 84, 85, 8810 93 (inclusive);
(i)  PartVII;

(iv)  sections52(2), 54,108 (7) and (8), 109 (6) and (7), and
111,

V) sections 105 and 106.
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Section131 (1)

SCHEDULE3TOTHECONSTITUTION

Form of Oath and Affirmation

Oath of Allegianceand Office

R , do swear [or solemnly and sincerely affirm and declare] that
| will bear truefaith and alegianceto Belize, Her Mgjesty Queen Elizabeththe
Second, Her Heirsand Successors, and will uphold the Constitution and the
law, and that | will conscientiously, impartially and to the best of my ability
dischargemy dutiesasf............. ] and doright to all manner of peoplewithout
fear or favour, affection or ill-will. [Sohelpme God.]
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SCHEDULE4TO THE CONSTITUTION

REVOCATIONS

Ordinances Revoked References

BritishHonduras
Constitution Ordinance,
1963. No. 33/1963

BritishHonduras

Conditution

(Amendment)

Ordinance, 1966 No. 23/1966

BritishHonduras

Conditution

(Amendment)

Ordinance, 1970 No. 9/1970
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